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TO    THE 

Presidents  &  Dire&ors, 

OF    THE 

INSURANCE    COMPANIES, 

OF  THE 

CITT  oi>  BALTIMORE.-- 

GENTLEMEN, 

1  TAKE  the  liberty  to  dedicate  to  you  the 
following  sheets,  nattering  myself,  that  under 
your  countenance,  a  work  so  highly  calculated  to 
benefit  humanity,  and  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States,  will  meet  the  encouragement  it  may  de- 
serve. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  due  considera- 
tion and  respect., 

Gentlemen, 

Tour  most  obedient ', 

Very  humble  servant, 

THfi  TRANSLATOR, 


preface. 

TO  say  any  thing  of  the  utility  of  publications, 
which  in  any  degree  tend  to  lessen  the  dangers  of  an 
element,  to  which  the  lives  and  properties  of  the  citi- 
zens of  these  states  are  exposed,  I  am  afraid,  would 
appear  rather  as  a  wish  to  swell  the  size  of  the  bock, 
than  add  any  light  to  a  subject,  so  self  evident  in  itself 
How  much  more,  therefore,  ought  it  to  be  avoided  in 
favor  of  the  present  work,  which  endeavours,  not  only 
to  lessen  the  evils  of  life,  but  to  render  more  safe  the 
very  lives  and  properties  of  at  least  two-thirds  of  the 
inhabitants  of  these  states :  without  any  further  preface 
therefore,  the  translator  from  the  experience  which  he 
acquired  for  many  years,  as  an  inhabitant  of 'St.  D >o- 
mingo,  and  from  being  an  eye-witnefs  of  the  many  losses 
occasioned  to  American  and  other  vessels,  from  the 
want  of  a  thorough  knowledge  of  its  navigation  ;  flat- 
ters himself,  that  the  present  translation  which  he  of- 
fers to  the  public,  of  a  work,  now  very  scarce  in  France, 
and  never  before  translated,  which  zvas  undertaken  at 
the  special  command  of  his  majesty  Lewis  XVI,  by 
Mans.  Chastenet  Puysegur,  will  meet  the  patron- 
age  of  a  generous  public,  and  prove  itself  not  altogether 
unworthy  the  attention,  andexpence  of  the  purchasers. 
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H  E  mod:  certain  direction  to  make  the 
Ifiand  of  St.  Domingo,  is,  to  run  down  between 
the  latitudes  of  190  20'  and  190  50',  taking  care 
never  to  go  farther  to  the  Northward  ;  in  this 
track  you  will  make  the  land,  either  by  Cape  Ca- 
bron,  or  the  coall  near  to  the  Old  Cape,  and  will 
keep  clear  of  the  fhoal  called  the  Silver  Key,  as 
veil  as  out  of  the  currents  of  Samana  Bay. 

Cape  Samana  is  moderately  elevated,  and  per- 
pendicular at  its  extremity.  You  fee  it  at  the 
fame  time  you  make  Cape  Cabron,  from  which 
it  is  dittant  about  three  leagues  nearly  S.  E.  6°  from 

the  true  North. 

B 


Cape  Cabron  is  higher  and  fteeper  than  Samara; 
the  coaft  is  green  and  covered  with  large  trees. 
From  Cape  Cabron  to  the  Old  Cape,  the  coaft 
forms  a  de^p  bight,  called  La  baie  Ecofloire,  or 
Scott's  Bay,  covered  by  a  Reef,  to  the  very  edgeof 
which,  there  is  a  great  depth  of  water  ;  the  fhore 
is  low,  and  not  feen  at  any  great  diftance  :  you 
muft  avoid  getting  too  far  into  this  Bay,  and  (leer 
direct  for  theOldCape,  which  bears  W.  N.  W.3I 
North,  and  is  diflant  fifteen  and  a  half  leagues. 

The  point  of  the  Old  Cape  is  low,  and  ftretch- 
es  out  in  the  form  of  the  fnout  of  a  Porpoife,  at 
five  or  fix  leagues  diftance  to  the  N.  N.  W.  of 
Cape  Cabron.  In  a  clear  day  the  Old  Cape  is  feen. 
making  like  a  detached  liland,  the  ends  of  which, 
gradually  flope  into  the  fea.  When  you  have 
made  Cape  Cabron,  being  four  or  five  leagues  to 
the  Eaftward  of  it,  you  mud  fail  N.  W.  and  by 
W.  twenty  leagues,  in  order  to  double  the  Old 
Cape  to  the  North,  at  the  diftance  of  about  five 
leagues;  then  you  will  fleer  W.  and  by  N.  when, 
having  run  about  fifteen  leagues,  you  fee  the  point 
Cafrouge,  at  the  diftance  of  about  three  leagues  ; 
continue  this  fame  direction  for  five  leagues,  which 
will  bring  you  to  the  Northward  of  Point  Ifabei- 
lique,  (  Ifabellica  Point )  which  fhould  then  bear 
S.    and  by   W.  at    the    diftance    of  about  four 


leagues  ;  having  got  thus  far,  you  have  nothing 
to  fear,  and  if  it  was  necflary,  you  might  keep  with- 
in half  a  league  of  the  fhore,  the  coaft  being  very 
clear. 

Being  to  the  North  of  the  Old  Cape  at  about  four 
leagues,  you  perceive  the  point  of  the  Old  Cape 
towards  the  Eaft,  in  fhape  of  a  Porpoife's  fnout> 
and  a  point  alio  much  refembling  it,  to  the  Weft- 
ward,  called  Cipe  La  Roche,  it  is  diftant  from  the 
point  of  the  Old  Cape,  three  leagues.  The  coaft: 
between  them  lies  Weft  50  North  and  Eaft  50 
South  5  it  is  low,  rather  fteep  to  the  fea  fide,  and 
covered  with  trees  remarkably  green. 

Towards  the  point  of  the  Old  Cape,  a  moun* 
tain  is  perceived  inland,  which  in  clear  weather 
can  be  feen  fifteen  leagues  off,  and  is  a  good  mark 
to  point  out  the  Old  Cape. 

From  Cape  La  Roche  the  land  bends  in,  for 
about  two  leagues,  and  forms  a  Bay  pretty  deep, 
and  covered  by  Reefs  ;  then  the  coaft  runs  along 
to  the  Weft,  and  rifing  in  height  to  the  Northward, 
comes  to  the  point  called  Mascoury,  which  bears 
W.  and  by  N.  from  Cape  La  Roche.  This  point 
is  high,  and  its  fhore  bold,  it  ferves  as  a  mark  for 
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the  little  harbour  of  St.. Jago,  which  is  three  leagues 
diftant  from  Port  Plate. 

Port  Plate  lies  fifteen  leagues  from  the  point 
of  the  Old  Cape,  and  bears  from  it  W.  and  by  N. 
It  is  known  by  a  mountain  at  fome  diftance  inland, 
which  appears  insulated  like  the  Grange,  tho'  not 
in  {q  precife  a  manner.  The  anchorage  is  good, 
and  the  entrance  nearly  covered  with  mangrove 
Islots,  which  you  range  along,  leaving  them  on 
the  larboard  hand.  When  you  are  within  thofe 
Islots,  you  anchor  in  feventeen  to  twenty  fathoms 
good  bottom. 

In  approaching  the  coafl:,  you  perceive  to  the 
Wed  ward  a  huge  cape  very  high  and  deep,  which 
is  Point  Cafrouge,  and.  which  is  eafily  known  by 
its  fize. 

The  coafl:  in  the  bight,  from  Port  Plate  to 
Point  Cafrouge,  is  bordered  with  Reefs,  very 
clofe  to  the  more,  and  does  not  admit  of  any 
anchorage. 

The  Old  Cape,  and  the  huge  point  of  Cafrouge, 
bear  from  each  other,  Weft  i8°  North  and 
Eaft  i8°  South,  feventeen  leagues.  Being  about 
three  leagues  North  of  Cafrouge,  you  fee  a  low 
point,  projeding  out  of  the  Weltward,  which  i$ 


Remarkable  by  its  having  the  appearance  of  being 
:hed  from  the  coaft,   like  an  I  Hand. 

It  is  the  Point  Ifabellique,  or  Ifubella  Point,  the 
Nnnhernmoft  of  the  Iihnd  of  St.  Domingo.  It 
bears  wirh  the  huge  Cafrouge,  Wefl  70  North, 
and  Eaft:  70  South,  and  is  diltant  from  it  fevea 
leagues. 

Between  thefe  two  points  is  a  deep  bight,  called 
PortCavaille;  then  comes  lfabclla  Point  which 
forms  a  bight  to  the  Eaflward,  where  is  an  anchor- 
age for  vtlTels  drawing  twelve,  or  thirteen  feet 
water. 

To  find  this  anchorage,  you  run  along  the  Reefs, 
until  you  come  #  to  the  entrance,  which  is  eaflly 
known. 

On  the  Weft  fide  of  Ifabell?  Point,  is  a  pretty 
extenfive  anchorage,  and  more  eafy  to  gain  than 
that  of  the  Eaft,  but  the  ground  in  many  places 
is  foul,  there  is  from  five  to  feven  fathoms  water. 

From  IfabellaPoint  to  the  Grange,  is  ten  leagues* 
they  bear  from  each  other  Weft,  io°  South,  and 
Eaft  io°  North. 

Being  within  four  leagues,  N.  and  by  E.  of  Ifa- 
bella  point,  as  fdid  before,  if  you  would  pafs  with- 
out the  fhoal  which  lies  off  the  Grange  (called 
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(haut  fond  de  la  Grange)  you  mutt  fleer,  a  few  de- 
grees to  the  Northward  of  Weft,  twelve  leagues, 
and  then  this  fhoal  will  bear  about  South,  diftant 
two  league?.  But  fhould  you  choofe  to  go  in  the 
mid-channel,  between  it  and  the  Grange,  you  rnuft 
fleer  W.  and  by  S.  half  S.  and  after  you  have  run 
twelve  leagues,  it  will  remain  to  the  Northward  of 
you,  about  a  league. 

The coaft  between,  isbordered  with  Reefs  among 
which  the  entrances  are  narrow,  and  very  difficult. 

Weft  of  Ifabella  Point,  is  Point  La  Roche,  (or 
Rocky  Point,)  to  the  Weftward  of  which,  is  an 
anchorage  for  large  veflels,  which  being  very  bad  • 
ought  only  to  be  ufed  in  cafe  of  neceflity. 

To  gain  this  anchorage,  you  muft  haul  very 
clofe  to  Point  La  Roche,  and  anchor  as  foon  as  you 
are  in  twelve  fathoms,  white  bottom. 

This  anchorage,  which  is  fheltered  by  the  Reefs 
that  are  N.  N.  W.  of  Point  La  Roche,  lies  three 
leagues  from  Ifabella  Point. 

The  Grange  Point  is  known  by  the  mountain 
of  that  name,  and  is  feen  at  a  great  diftance  before 
you  perceive  the  fea  coaft. 

This  mountain,  which  is  infulated  and  ftands  up- 
on a  low  peninfula,  has  very  much  the  appear- 
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»nce  of  the  roof  of  a  barn,  from  which  it  takes  its 
name,  Grange. 

Being  on  the  North  fide,  you  may  approach  it  to 
the  North  Wed  within  a  quarter  of  a  league. 

On  the  N.  N  E.  part  of  it,  at  two  leagues  dis- 
tance, is  a  white  bottom  of  not  more  than  two 
cables  length  each  way,  there  is  a  fmall  fpot  on 
it,  with  only  twenty-five  feet  water,  on  which  the 
Ville  de  Paris  (truck  in  1781.  Clofe  to  it  there  is 
not  lefs  than  fix  fathoms,  then  ten  and  fifteen* 
fathoms,  and  fuddenly  no  ground. 

White  grounds  have  generally  scattered  rocks, 
so  that  it  cannot  be  afcertained  whether  there  may 
not  be  fome  fpots  on  it,  even  with  lefs  than  twenty* 
five  feet. 

When  you  are  on  this  fhoal,  the  Grange  bears 
South,  200  Weft,  you  will  then  have  the  little 
Iflands  of  Monte- Chrift  open  of  each  other,  the 
W  eflernmofl  of  them  bearing  true  South  300  Weil. 

Large  VefTels  ought  to  come  up  very  clofe  to  the 
Grange,  or  keep  at  a  fufficient  diftance,  fo  as  not 
to  be  able  to  diflinguifh  from  below  the  quarter, 
deck,  the  two  Iflots  of  Monte- Chrift,  which  are  to 
the  Weft  of  the  Grange  ;  you  will  then  be  a  fuffi- 
cient diftance  off  to  have  nothing  to  fear  from  this 
fhoal. 
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There  is  an  anchorage  under  the  Grange ;  thi* 
anchorage  is  not  very  extenfive,  but  eafily  found, 
by  ranging  along  the  little  Ifland  of  Monte-Chrifl, 
and  catting  anchor  on  the  South  fide  of  the  Weft. 
ernmoft  Mot  as  foon  as  you  get  into  fix  fathoms 
water. 

Farther  in  you  can  anchor  in  four  fathoms. 

From  the  Grange  you  fee  the  mountains  above 
the  Cape. 

When  you  are  about  two  leagues  to  the  North- 
ward of  the  Grange,  it  will  be  Decenary  (to  avoid 
the  fhoals  off  the  little  Sandy  Ifland,  which  is  one 
of  the  Seven  Brothers)  to  fleer  Weft  or  W.  and  by 
S.  three  or  four  leagues.  Then  you  may  haul  up, 
half  a  point  more  to  the  Southward,  to  look  out 
for  Morne  Picclet,  towards  which  you  mult  fail, 
as  foon  as  you  can  perceive  it. 

It  bears  with  the  Grange,  Eaft  150,  North  an  J 
Weft  150  South. 

To  the  Weft  ward  of  the  Grange,  are  the  Seven 
Brothers,  which  aie  low  fmalllflands,  covered  with 
mangroves. 

There  is  a  channel  between  them  and  the  coaft  of 
St.  Domingo,  to  go  to  Manchineel  Bay,  but  the 
pafsage  is  very  fhort  and  narrow. 
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There  are  alfo  channels  between  thefe  Iflots,  or 
tittle  Iflands  ,  but  in  White  Grounds,  which  are 
always  uneven,  and  of  courfe  dangerous.  As 
fooa  as  you  have  doubled  the  Wefternmoft  Iflot 
which  has  a  white  ftioal  running  off  ;  half  a  league 
from  it,  in  the  \V.  N.  W.  you  will  fee  the  Point 
league,  which  forms  the  entrance  of  Manchineel  Bay. 

On  leaving  the  Grange,  to  go  into  Manchineel 
Bay,  about  one  league  to  the  Northward,  you 
mult  fleer  Weft  90  South. 

In  ranging  along  the  fhoal  off  the  fandy  Iflot, 
there  is  not  lefs  than  fix  fathoms  water  near  to  its 
edge. 

You  muft  then  haul  up,  and  run  about  half  a 
league  off,  which  courfe  will  bring  you  very  near 
to  league  Point,  which  is  a  low  point,  and  covered 
with  trees  ;  when  you  may  come  to  an  anchor,  as 
far  within  as  you  choofe,  from  eight  to  ten  fa- 
thoms. 

The  ground  in  the  Bay  is  good  and  clean. 

From  Manchineel  Bay,  to  the  entrance  of  Fore 
Dauphin  Bay,  is  two  leagues  S.  and  by  W. 

The  coaft  is  all  clear  and  clean,  fo  that  you  can 
fee  the  White  Ground,  all  along  very  diftin&ly. 
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From  Fort  Dauphin  to  the  Cape  the  coaft  is  bor- 
dered with  a  very  white  bottom,  furrounded  by  a 
Reef,  at  the  foot  of  which  is  a  great  depth  of  water* 

These  Reefs  have  fome  parages,  by  which  fliips 
can  get  through  the  middle  of  the  White  Grounds, 
to  come  in,  and  anchor  before  the  mainland,  but 
thefe  paflages  are  fo  crofsed  by  rocks  and  fhoals, 
that  it  is  difficult,  almoft  impoflible,  to  enter  with- 
out a  pilot  well  acquainted. 

Caracol  paflage  is  the  leafl  difficult  and  the  only 
one,  by  which  you  can  really  approach  the  land  j 
there  is  a  Lime-Kiln,  that  ferves  as  a  mark. 

The  entrance  of  this  paflage  is  wide,  and  the 
loofing  the  White  Grouds  (hews  it  plain  enough, 
but  it  ought  never  to  be  attempted  unlefs  in  a  cafe 
of  neceflity. 

As  for  the  reft,  after  you  have  got  beyond  the 
White  Grounds,  you  muft  anchor,  for  the  water 
flioals  very  quick  in  fhore. 

A  fhip  drawing  more  than  fourteen  feet  water, 
runs  a  very  great  rifk  to  venture  within  thofe  Reefs. 

The  town  of  Cape  Francois,  is  under  Picolet 
Mount. 

There  is  no  danger  running  in  for  Picolet 
Point,  if  you  keep  it  bearing  from  S.  S.  W.  to 
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5.  S.  E.  with  a  breeze  you  can  (land  in  pretty  clofe 
to  the  land,  to  wait  for  a  Pilot.  But  fhould  you 
be  obliged  to  go  in  without  a  Pilot,  you  mult  range 
along  Picolet  Point  having  the  Cape  about  South 
or  S.  S.  W.  at  the  diftance  of  a  fhort  mulket  (hot  ; 
you  will  then  perceive  a  White  Flag  placed  on  the 
North  part  of  a  Reef,  and  mud  (leer  S.  E.  and  S. 
and  by  E.  £o  as  to  leave  the  White  Flag,  on  your 
larboard  hand  taking  care  to  have  a  fufficient  quan- 
tity of  fail  out,  as  you  will  be  under  the  neceflity  to 
haul  up  to  weather  a  Red  Flag,  which  you  will 
fee  foon  after,  and  muft  be  left  on  the  (larboard 
hand,  about  half  a  cables  length  diftant,  being 
abreaft  of  the  Red  Flag  ;  when  you  have  brought 
the  Cape  and  Town  to  bear,  let  go  your  anchor. 

From  Mount  Picolet  Weft  ward,  the  coaft  runs 
one  league  and  a  half  Weft,  but  there  is  no  place 
of  (helter,  until  you  make  Honorat  Point,  which 
forms  the  entrance  of  Port  Francois. 

A  fmall  Reef  runs  from  this  latter  point,  to 
the  Weft  one  hundred  fathoms  out,  clofe  to  which 
there  are  three  fathoms. 

You  range  along  this  point  and  after  having  run 
two  cables  length  to  the  S.  S.  E.  then  anchor  in 
eight  or  ten  fathoms,    muddy  land,  having  the 
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Fort  bearing  E.  S.  E.  true  North,  diftani:  from  the 
more  about  a  cable  and  a  halfs  length. 

This  harbour  is  very  Jmall,  not  having  more 
than  four  hundred  fathoms,  from  the  North  to  the 
South  point. 

The  bottom  is  good,  and  you  are  fheltered  from 
the  ftrong  breezes  ;  and  in  cafe  of  being  overtaken 
by  a  ilorm,  and  prevented  getting  into  the  cape,  it 
"ttili  be  a  fafe  and  convenient  Harbour  to  take  ;  be- 
fides  it  is  a  good  refuge  for  Frigates,  mould  a 
fuperior  force  make  it  necefTary. 

The  South  point  is  covered  with  Reefs,  which 
extend  as  far  as  the  entrance  of  the  Bay  of  Accui, 
and  along  the  coafl,  without  leaving  any  parlage 
practicable. 

Going  to  the  Wefhvard,  the  coafl:  retires,  or 
bends  in  considerably,  to  form  the  entrance  of 
the  great  Bav  of  Accul. 

This  Bay  is  very  extend ve  ;  Rat  Ifland,  and  an 
t  of  fand,  which  terminates  the  chain  of  Reefs, 
that  extends  from  Port  Francois,  fhut  in  the  en- 
trance to  the  North  and  N.  E.  of  it.  The  N.  N.  W. 
p-drt  of  the  Bay  is  fnut  in  by  Breakers,  and 
fhoals,  through  which  there  are  channels,  but  Ve- 
ry narrow,  and  difficult* 
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Rut  Tiland  lies  one  league  and  two  thirds  from 
Pore  Francois  to  the  Weft  e°  South,  fo  that  the 
entrance  of  the  Bay  of  Accul  is  three  leagues  and 
two  thirds  from  Morne  Picolet. 

To  go  to  the  Bay  of  Accul  from  Port  Francois 
you  tauft  ;.;:t  far  enough  to  the  Northward,  to 
double  a  white  fhoal  on  which  there  is  in  fome 
places,  but  iour  fathoms. 

Coming  from  the  Eaftward,  or  the  Northward, 
to  enter  Accul  Bay,  you  mult  make  Rat  Iiland, 
or  Sandy  fflot,  Peering  S»  S.  W. 

When  you  get  within  a  league  of  Sandy  Iilot, 
you  will  plainly  fee  the  point  of  the  Three  Mary's, 
and  going  nearer  in,  you  will  fee  in  the  infide  of 
the  Bay  a  low  point,  on  which  is  a  large  tuft  of 
trees  called  Point  Abely. 

You  mud  keep  the  Iflot  of  the  Three  Mary's, 
which  is  near  to  the  large  point  of  that  name,  (hut 
in  by  the  tuft  of  trees,  and  founding  for  tenfathoms 
water  fceering  a  little  to  the  ftarboard  or  larboard, 
as  the  water  fhoals,  on  either  fide,  you  are  then 
in  the  channel  which  is  not  more  than  a  cables 
length  in  width,  but  there  is  not  lefs  than  ten  fa- 
thoms v/ater,  muddy  bottom  :  on  both  sides  you 
have  white  fhoals,  on  which  there  is  not  lefs  than 
four  fathoms,  except  you  run  too  far  on. 
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After  having  run  two  cables  length  in  this  chan- 
nel, it  widens,  and  when  you  have  brought  the 
Sandy  Iflot,  which  is  left  on  the  larboard  hand  E. 
and  by  S.  true  North,  you  may  range  along  the 
Weftern  Reef,  clofe  to  which  is  fixteen  fathoms. 

You  continue  to  run  on  for  the  point  of  the 
Three  Mary's,  until  you  bring  Rat  Ifland,  which 
you  have  left  on  the  (larboard  hand  to  bear  N.  W. 
and  you  may  there  anchor  in  fourteen,  and  eigh- 
teen fathoms  water.  All  the  fnoals  which  are  with- 
in, fhew  themfelves  very  plain. 

The  middle  channel  appears  to  be  narrower  than 
that  of  the  Sandy  Iflot,  but  it  is  not  really  fo,  fmce 
you  have  ten  or  twelve  fathoms  water,  muddy  bot- 
tom, clofe  to  the  Reefs  which  are  very  plain  to  be 
feen. 

To  enter  by  the  middle  channel  or  Rat  Ifland, 
you  muft  bring  Rat  Ifland  to  bear  South  or  S.  and 
by  E.  true  North.  As  you  approach  it  you  will 
fee  the  point  of  the  Three  Mary's,  it  is  then  ne- 
ceflfary  to  open  this  point  to  the  Weftward  of  Rat 
Ifland,  and  keep  this  courfe,  making  ufe  of  the  lead, 
and  taking  care,  never  to  have  lefs  than  nine  fa- 
thoms. 

When  you  are  at  a  quarter  of  a  league  from  Rat 
Ifland,  you  muft  fteer  S.  E.   to  pafs,  at  a  cables 


length  at  the  mod,  two  Reefs,  which  you  leave  on 
your  larboard  fide,  and  which  ought  to  be  ranged 
as  clofe  as  poflible,  to  avoid  that  which  lies  off  the 
Ead  end  of  Rat  Ifland,  which  you  mud  leave  on 
the  (larboard  hand  j  however,  ail  thefe  dangers 
fhew  themfelves. 

Having  run  S.  E.  two  cable's  length,  you  are 
within  the  Bay,  when  you  may  fleer  for  the  point 
of  the  Three  Mary's. 

If  you  want  to  get  out  by  this  paffage,  it  is  ne- 
ceffary,  after  you  have  doubled  the  Reef  of  Rat 
Ifland,  being  then  in  the  channel,  bring  the  Cape 
to  bear  between  the  point  Limbeand  the  Ifland  of 
Tortuga,  and  run  fo  untill  you  have  brought  Rat 
Ifland  to  open  its  own  length  to  the  Ead  of  the 
Three  Mary's,  then  fleer  N.  W. 

You  will  not  find  lefs  than  nine  fathoms  water, 
in  all  the  channel,  and  often  fifteen  to  fixteen  fa- 
thoms. 

This  paffage  is  more  eafy  and  fhorter  than  the 
firft,  befides  if  you  fhould  be  taken  a-back,  you  can 
anchor  immediately,  the  ground  being  hard  mud, 
and  good  hold,  and  the  water  fmooth  and  fhel* 
tered  from  the  breezes. 

The  third  paffage,  or  Limbe  paffage,  is  the  bed 
of  all,  being  wide  enough  for  fhips  to  beat  up  it. 
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It  lies  between  the  coaft  of  the  Iiland  of  St. 
Domingo,  and  the  breakers,  to  the  Weil  of  Rat 
Ifland,  which  extend  to  within  half  a  league  of 
the  point  of  league. 

To  enter  by  this  paflage,  you  run  for  the  little 
Ifland  of  Limbe,  till  you  bring  league  Point  to 
bear  South. 

It  is  known  by  the  deep  rocks  which  form  it, 
and  is  the  only  high  point  which  is  feen  from  the 
Limbe. 

Coming  from  the  Eaflward,  towards  this 
point,  the  Cape  bearing  South  of  the  World* 
you  will  fee  a  confiderable  (hoal,  which  is  called 
Caque  Vieille,  at  the  foot  of  which  are  five  fathoms. 

You  will  fleer  S.  E.  in  the  mid-channel  between 
this  fhoal  and  the  Point  league,  and  you  will  have 
from  ten  to  fifteen  fathoms. 

Bring  then  the  Cape  to  bear  with  Morne  Rouge, 
you  will  have  an  anchorage  of  twelve  and  fifteen 
fathoms  to  the  Weftward  of  the  point  three  M  ary's. 

If  you  have  occafion  to  beat  through  this  paflage, 
you  need  not  be  afraid  cf  coming  too  near  the 
fhoal,  at  the  very  foot  of  which  there  is  d^p 
water. 

*  Le  C?.r>e  aa  fuel  dy  monde. 
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At  that  fide  there  is  deep  water  within  a  cables 
length. 

Off  the  low  point  of  the  great  Boucan,  there 
are  fome  breakers,  which  always  fhew  themfelves, 
and  at  the  foot  of  which  there  is  eight  or  ten 
fathoms,  and  nothing  to  fear. 

Once  you  have  brought  this  point  of  the  great 
Boucan  to  bear  S.  S.  W.  by  compafs,  you  are 
within,  and  may  anchor  any  where. 

If  you  wifli  to  go  farther  up  the  bay,  it  will  be 
neceflary,  after  you  have  palfed  the  point  of  the 
Three  Mary's  to  bring  the  Cape  to  bear  with 
Morne  Rouge,  which  you  mud  range  within  half 
a  cables  length  as  there  is  a  fhoal  between  it  and 
Point  Abely,  which  is  oppofite  to  it. 

After  having  palled  Morne  Rouge  you  will  fee 
Lombard  Bay,  into  which  you  can  go,  and  an- 
chor as  clofe  to  the  land  as  you  pleafe,  in  feven 
fathoms  muddy  bottom. 

In  following  this  track  you  will  find  all  over 
the  Bay  from  ten  to  fifteen  fathoms  muddy  bottom. 

There  is  a  fmall  fhoal,  fo  very  fmall  that  if  is 
difficult  to  find  it,  it  is  about  half  a  mile  S.  S.  W. 
of  the  Three  Mary's  Rocks,  but  it  is  eafily  avoid- 
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ecf  by  not  going  too  foon  to  the  fouthward  of 
the  Three  Mary's  and  (landing  over  towards  Abely 
Point  into  the  middle  of  the  Road-ftead,  and  then 
you  will  fteer  for  Morne  Rouge. 

This  Bay  is  an  excellent  fhelter  in  time  of 
war,  for  frigates,  or  even  for  large  Men  of  War. 

The  watering  there  is  very  difficult,  but  it  might 
without  much  trouble  be  made  very  convenient ; 
it  is  very  good  near  the  Lime-Kiln,  in  the  bay  on 
the  North  fide  of  Morne  Rouge.1 

You  mull  not  go  farther  up  the  Bay,  than  Lom- 
bard Point,  which  is  to  the  fouthward  of  Morne 
Rouge,  there  are  feveral  lhoals,  which  rise  fud* 
denly. 

From  the  Bay  of  Accul  the  coaft  runs  W.  N.  W. 
to  the  Ifland  of  Limbe,  afterwards  to  that  of 
Margot. 

This  lad  is  more  detached  from  the  land,  and 
of  a  round  form. 

It  may  ferve  to  point  out  to  you  L*Anse  a  Chou- 
choux,  (or  Chuochoux  Creek)  which  is  only  two 
miles  to  the  weftward  of  it. 

L'Anse  Chouchoux  is  four  leagues  and  a 
half,    from  Morue-au-Diable,    (or    the  Devil's 
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Hill)  which  forms  the  entrance  of  Port  Francois, 
and  from  t(ie  Picolet  fix  leagues  W.  8°  true  north. 

The  bottom  is  good  all  over  the  bay  and  there 
is  not  lefs  than  fix  fathoms,  and  towards  the  mid- 
dle feven  fathoms  water. 

To  enter  it  you  mufl  range  very  clofe  to  the 
eaft  point  where  you  have  fix  fathoms  clofe  to  the 
fhore. 

As  foon  as  you  are  within,  let  go  your  anchor, 
for  you  are  almoft  immediately  taken  a-back,  by 
the  return  of  the  wind,  and  by  the  calm  which  pre- 
vails in  this  bay,  however  ftrong  the  fea  breeze 
may  be  without. 

A  frigate  might  go  in  and  anchor  in  five  fathoms 
water,  to  the  weftward  of  two  fmall  houfes> 
which  you  will  fee,  in  doubling  the  eaft  point. 

You  may  at  a  diftance  difcover  the  entrance  of 
the  Bay  of  L'Anfe  Chouchoux,  at  firft  by  the 
large  round  Iiland  of  Port  Margot,  as  already 
mentioned  ;  as  alfo  by  a  white  flreak,  which 
runs  down  the  fteep  fide  of  a  hill,  at  half  a  league 
weft  of  the  entrance. 

Weft  of  Chouchoux  Creek,  is  a  very  fmall  r. 
called  Salt  River,  but  can  only  be  ufe -' 
craft.  t  u    n 
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From  Chouchoux  Creek  the  coaft  runs  W.  28*  . 
north  one  league  and  a  third,  to  another  bay  call- 
ed the  bottom  of  the  Grange,  which  is  fituated  to 
the  Eaftward  of  the  Point  Palmifl,  known  by  a 
chain  of  rocks  that  extend  a  Ihort  league,  aimofl 
to  the  large  point  of  league. 

The  bottom  of  the  Grange  is  a  good  bay,  and 
will  do  even  for  a  man  of  war,  in  cafe  of  necefiity ; 
it  is  fmall  but  the  bottom  is  good  all  over,  and 
there  is  not  lefs  than  fix  fathoms  water  clofe  to  the 
fhore. 

You  are  not  fo  wellfheltercd  there  as  in  Chouch- 
oux Creek. 

To  enter  you  mud  range  along  the  Eaft  Point 
and  cafl  anchor  about  the  middle  of  the  bay,  in 
feven  fathoms  water,  muddy  fand. 

At  a  ihort.  league  from  this  Bay,  is  Poin£ 
league  which  is  round,  and  formed  by  feveral  other 
points.  You  muft  not  come  too  near  the  land  to 
the  eaftward  of  Point  league,  on  account  of  the 
funken  rocks,  which  run  almoft  from  Point  Pal- 
mifl, to  that  of  league. 

These  rocks  extend  half  a  league  out  into  the  fea# 

From  the  Point  league  the  coaft  runs  weft  14I 
north,  and  is  about  three  Ihort  leagues  to  the  Ca- 
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•renage  Point  of  Port  Paix,  which  is  the  northcwi- 
moft  head-land,  of  this  part  of  the  coaft,  and  is 
often  taken  at  a  diftance,  for  Point  league  j  all 
this  part  of  the  coaft  is  very  fafe. 

It  is  at  league  Point  that  the  paflfage  of  Tortuga 
commences,  and  terminates  north  and  fouth, 
nearly  abreaft  of  Mouftique  Bay. 

Near  the  point  of  the  Carenage,  is  the  narrowed 
place. 

This  paflage  is  good  and  fafe,  mips  may  eafily 
run  up  it,  and  it  is  in  general  a  great  advantage, 
when  the  current  runs  up,  to  pafs  through  this 
channel,  when  you  intend  to  ^o  to  the  windward 
of  the  ifland. 

The  Ifland  of  Tortuga  is  fix  leagues  in  length, 
and  one  broad  ;  it  is  of  a  moderate  height  ;  all 
the  north  fide  is  an  iron-bound  coaft  abfolutely  bold. 

To  the  fouth  ward  of  the  west  point  is  a  fandy 
bay  in  which  there  is  good  anchorage.  The  coaft 
on  the  fouth  fide,  is  almoft  every  where  bordered 
with  white  fhoals  furrounded  by  reefs. 

There  is  an  anchorage,  oppofite  to  forae  huts  to- 
wards the  middle  of  the  ifland,  at  the  place  called 
La  Valley 
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The  only  good  anchorage  for  fliips  drawing 
from  fourteen  tofixteen  feet  water,  is  that  of  Baffe 
Terre,  within  the  reef,  one  league  and  a  half  from 
the  Eaft  Point ;  the  paffage  is  narrow,  but  eafy  • 
you  muft  draw  clofe  in  to  the  windward  reefs, 
leaving  them  on  the  ftarboard  hand,  &  Steer  N.  N. 
W.  and  by  N.  to  double  thofe  you  leave  on  the  lar- 
board hand  ;  you  need  not  be  afraid  of  coming  near 
the  land  :  as  foon  as  you  have  brought  the  leeward 
reef  to  bear  about  S.  W.  you  may  let  go  your  an- 
chor in  good  ground.  Large  fhips  may  come  to 
an  anchor,  outfide  of  the  reefs,  about  a  mile  to 
leeward  of  Bafle  Terre,  on  white  bottom. 

To  the  eaflward  farther  than  Baffe  Terre,  towards 
Portugal  Point,  there  are  feveral  creeks,  in  which 
floops  or  fchooners  may  anchor,  but  would  not  an- 
fwer  for  larger  veflels. 

The  channel  between  this  Ifland,  and  St.  Do- 
mingo  is  at  the  eaft  end,  two  leagues  and  a  quar- 
ter broad  ;  and  two  leagues  at  the  narrowefl  place, 
oppofite  Carenage  Point,  then  a  little  farther  it 
widens  to  two  and  a  half,  and  three  leagues. 

It  is  neceffary  that  fliips  turning  up,  fhould  fland 
clofe  in  to  both  mores,  off  which  they  may  fafely 
venture  within  lefs  than  a  mile,  all  your  dangers 
are  above   the  water,  aad  vifible.     The  current 
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near  the  fhore  is  ftronger,  and  the  wind  is  often 
favourable,  but  in  the  middle  neither  the  wind 
or  current  are  fo  advantageous ;  there  are  times, 
when  the  currents  are  fo  ftrong  as  to  occafion  in  the 
middle  of  the  channel,  two  currents  oppofed  to 
each  othtr,  with  a  confiderable  crofs  fea,  caufed  by 
them. 

As  the  coafl  on  each  fide  the  channel  forms  feve- 
ral  bays,  the  fetting  of  the  currents  are  not  uniform, 
or  in  any  certain  direction  ;  you  will  fee  the  bed 
where  they  crofs  each  other,  in  a  hundred  different 
ways. 

When  it  happens  that  the  current  runs  down, 
or  to  the  weft  ward,  which  is  very  feldom  the  cafe, 
and  never  happens  except  in  the  fummer  time,  it 
is  very  ftrong  in  this  channel,  it  would  be  a  folly 
then  to  attempt  the  pafsage.  It  is  necefifary  then 
to  ftand  to  the  northward  of  Tortuga,  fix  or  feven 
leagues,  and  you  can  work  up  very  eafily. 

From  the  Point  Carenage  the  coast  extends  two 
miles  to  the  point  of  the  fort  of  Port  Paix,  off 
which  is  a  reef  of  a  cables  length,  with  thirteen 
fathoms  water  clofe  to  it.  The  anchorage  of  Port 
Paix  is  of  confiderable  depth,  though  the  bay  is 
rery  fmall. 
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You  may  anchor  off  the  north  part  of  the 
town,  in  twelve  or  thirteen  fathoms,  the  bottom 
muddy  fand,  within  a  cable  and  a  halfs  length  of 
the  more. 

From  Port  Paix  the  coaft  runs  weflward,  nearly 
in  a  right  line,  and  is  an  iron-bound  Ihore,  almofl 
the  whole  way  to  Mouftique  Bay,  which  is  dis- 
tant from  Port  Paix,  about  four  leagues ;  the  coaft 
is  very  fafe  and  good. 

Moustique  Bay,  though  very  fmall,  may  in 
cafe  of  necefiity  ferve  as  an  afylum  for  a  (hip  in  dif- 
trefs;  there  is  a  battery  on  the  e aft  point,  which 
you  muft  pafs  by,  in  going  in,  leaving  it  on  the 
larboard  hand,  and  as  foon  as  you  have  doubled  it 
to  the  fouthward,  let  go  your  anchor  in  twelve 
or  fifteen  fathoms  water,  within  a  cable  and 
a  halfs  length  of  the  fhore,  the  ground  in  this 
bay  is  very  uneven,  and  inierfperfed  in  many 
places  with  rocks,    in  other  parts  it  is  very  good. 

You  muft  be  careful  not  to  let  go  your  anchor 
till  you  have  found  foundings ;  for  at  the  entrance 
of  the  bay,  there  is  no  ground  at  forty  fathoms  ; 
you  muft  bring  the  battery  to  bear  at  lead  N.  N. 
E.  off  the  weft  point  there  is  a  fhoal,  which  runs 
near  a  cables  length  into  the  bay. 
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From  Mouftique  Bay  the  conft  runs  one  league 
and  a  half  to  the  weft  ward,  toPort  a  V  Ecu,  (Crown 
Point)  the  whole  is  an  iron  bound  coaft,  with  deep 
water. 

Port  a  T  Ecu  is  a  better  anchorage  than  Mcus- 
tique  Bay,  but  it  is  not  fo  eafy  for  large  mips  to 
come  at ;  the  entrance  is  narrow,  on  account  of 
a  reef  and  fhoal,  on  which  there  is  only  three  fa- 
thoms water,  extending  two  cables  length,  and  which 
goes  quite  round  the  eaft  point,  to  the  infide  of  the 
bay. 

To  come  to  this  anchorage,  it  is  necefiary,  'after- 
giving  a  birth  to  the  eafl  .point,  which  you  leave 
on  your  larboard  hand,  to  haul  your  wind,  rariging 
along  the  eaftern  reef,  and  let  go  your  anchor  in 
eight  to  ten  fathoms  muddy  bottom,  towards  the 
middle  of  the  bay,  the  ho.ufe  bearing,  S.  S.  W. 
true  North. 

You  may  alfo  go  farther  in  towards  the  houfe 
in  the  bottom  of  the  bay,  as  near  as  four  fathom*. 

The  fouthwelt  coaft  is  fafe,  and  bold,  there  is 
deep  water  clofe  to  the  White  Ground,  which  is  ve- 
ry near  the  more. 

From  Port  a  Y  Ecu,  the  coaft  runs  to  the  weft- 
ward  5Q  North  for  two  leagues  and  a  half  to  the 
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point  of  Petit  Jean-Rabel ;  and  two  miles  farther 
to  the  eaftward  is  Jean-Rabel  Point ;  which  forms 
the  entrance  of  the  anchorage  of  that  name. 

The  anchorage  of  Jean-Rabel,  is  good  and  fafe; 
it  is.  eafily  found,  by  going  near  to  the  eaftern 
re.  F   at  the  foot  of  which  you  have  ten  fathoms 

water. 

• 

•  ..The  anchorage  for  large  veiTels  is,  in  twelve  to 
fifteen  fathems  water,  at  two  cables  length  from  the 
Eaftern  Breakers  taking  care  not  to  join  the  two 
points  on  that  fide,  there  is  then  anchorage  in  fif- 
teen fathoms,  muddy  bottom. 

You  can  anchor  farther  in,  but  do  not  look  for 
lefs  than  eight  to  ten  fathoms,  as  the  water  fhoals 
fuddenly,  and  the  ground  is  not  fo  clean  infide. 

TheDebarcadalre  (landing  place)  is  very  eafy  at 
all  times  even  mould  there  be  a  fwell,  it  is  good 
under  the  battery. 

It  is  an  excellent  retreat  from  an  enemy  as  the 
battery  appears  to  be  very  well  placed. 

The  only  winds  to  fear  here  ore  the  north  and 
northwefl  ;  for  any  thing  elfe,  the  ground  holds 
well. 

To  the  N.  VjK  of  Jean  Rable  Point,  having 
the  half  of  the  liland  of  Tortuga  open  with  that 
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point,  at  a  fhort  leagues  diflancc  from  the  land, 
you  will  find  fixty  fathoms  water,  muddy  bottom, 
and  a  league  farther  the  depth  increases  to  eighty 
fathoms. 

From  Jean-Rabel  the  coafl  forms  a  great  bight  to 
the  fouthward,  as  far  as  the  point  of  the  peninfu- 
la  which  lies  W.  S.  W.  four  leagues  and  a  third 
from  it ;  ail  this  coait  is  rocky,  and  does  not  offer 
any  fhelter. 

At  all  times  the  currents  are  very  perceivable, 
near  to  this  coafl,  they  fet  in-fhore ;  but  at  two 
leagues  out  to  fea,  they  are  lefs  perceivable,  and 
commonly  fet  to  the  N.  E. 

In  approaching  the  peninfula,  they,  become 
more  violent,  and  fet  to  the  northward. 

The  weft  point  of  this  peninfula  forms  the  north 
entrance  of  the  bay  of  St.  Nicholas  Mole. 

The  bay  of  St.  Nicholas  Mole  is  large,  and  fpa- 
cious  at  its  entrance  ;  but  grows  narrow  towards 
the  town,  which  you  fee  as  foon  as  you  double  the 
cape  St.  Nicholas. 

You  can  fland  in  to  the  land,  on  both  fides  but 
in  turning  up,  it  is  better  not  to  go  fo  clofe  in  on 
the  fouth  fide  as  on  the  north,  for  mould  you  mifs 
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ftays,  it  is  necetTary  to  have  room  for  wearing, 
there  being  no  anchorage,  on  account  of  the  great 
depth  of  water;  whereas  on  the  north  fide  there  is 
anchorage  all  over,  altho'  very  clofe  in  with  the 
fliore. 

You  can  anchor  before  the  town,  under  the 
barracks  in  fifteen  or  eighteen  fathoms  water,  fan- 
dy  bottom. 

It  is  neceiTary  ingoing  in,  to  watch  the  fqualis 
Vvhich  fometimes  come  down  from  the  land  with 
fuch  violence  as  to  endanger  the  mads. 

In  going  out  of  the  bay  of  St.  Nicholas,  you 
fee,  to  the  fouthward  the  point  of  the  mole,  which 
forms  its  entrance.  Two  miles  to  the  fouthward 
of  it  you  will  perceive,  Le  Cap  a  foux,  it  lies  at 
the  weftern  extremity,  of  a  large  point  which 
rounds  into  the  S.  S.  E.  for  two  leagues  and  two 
thirds,  as  far  as  Pearl  Point. 

You  will  know  Cap  a  foux,  by  a  fmall  rock, 
which  is  at  its  extremity;  the  fhore  is  fteep,  with- 
out any  fheltef. 

It  is  generally  a  calm  here ;  the  currents  clofe in- 
fbore,  fet  to  the  northward,  and  two  leagues  ouf, 
to  the  W.  and  W.  S.  W. 
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From  Pearl  Point  the  coaftruns  S.  E.  oneleague 
then  to  the  E.  S.  E.  the  diftance  of  three  leagues 
and  a  half,  to  the  point  of  the  Platform. 

This  point  is  diftinguiihed  as  well  by  its  flat 
form,  as  by  its  being  the  mofl  fouththerly  point 
of  this  part ;  you  can  come  to  here,  by  cafting 
anchor  oppofite  a  fmall  fandy  cove,  at  the  bottom 
of  which  fome  houfes  are  feen. 

You  anchor  near  the  more,  in  eight  or  ten  fa- 
thoms on  a  weedy  bottom. 

From  the  point  of  the  Platform,  to  point  La 
Pierre,  which  forms  the  weft  entrance  of  the  Go- 
naives,  the  coaft  trenches  in  towards  the  north 
about  two  leagues  and  goes  rounding  to  Porte  a  Pi- 
ment  (Piments  harbour,)  from  whence  it  runs  to 
the  fouth  to  join  the  point  La  Pierre. 

This  point  is  high  and  deep,  and  bears  with 
the  point  of  the  Platform  E.  i8°  fouth  and  W. 
1 8°  north  true  north,  diftance  ten  and  a  half 
leagiies. 

All  this  coaft  is  fafe,  and  may  be  ranged  very 
near;  there  is  anchorage  in  the  bay  of  Hene  and 
Pimento  harbour  for  large  vefTels,  but  they  ought 
to  be  ufed  only  in  cafe  ofneceftity;  in  the  winter 
months,  there  arc  gales  of  wind  almoft  every  night, 
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coming  from  the  S.  E.  fome  of  which  are  violent 
and  without  you  have  bufiriefs  on  this  part  of  the 
coaft,  it  is  bed:  to  (land  off  two  or  three  leagues  fo 
that  you  may  with  any  wind,  keep  to  the  weft- 
ward. 

The  bay  of  Gonaives  is  very  large  and  fine,  the 
anchorage  excellent,  and  the  entrance  very  eafy. 

You  range  along  the  more  to  the  northward  half 
a  league  or  two  miles,  fleering  a  few  degrees  to 
the  northward  of  eafl,  and  you  may  come  to  in 
fix  or  ten  fathoms  water,  muddy  bottom. 

You  will  find  from  the  entrance,  under  the  point 
of  Gonaives,  which  is  low,  and  one  mile  eaft  of 
point  Pierre,  fifteen  and  twelve  fathoms  ;  the  wa- 
ter decreafes  as  you  get  into  the  bay.  "When  you 
are  a  good  half  league  from  the  land,  and  two 
miles  from  the  Debarcadaire,  (or  landing  place) 
you  will  find  fix  fathoms  water. 

After  you  have  doubled  Gonahieve  point,  leav- 
ing it  on  your  larboard  hand,  on  entering,  you 
will  fee  fort  Castries,  which  you  muft  not  ap- 
proach too  near,  as  their  is  a  key,  that  lies  about 
a  mile  fouth  of  the  point  whereon  the  fort  ftands. 

From  point  La  Pierre,  to  cape  St.  Marc,  is 
eight   leagues ;  thefe  two  points  bear  from  each 
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other  S.  one  quarter  S.  W.  and  N.  one  quarter  N, 
E.   which  is  likevvife  the  direclion  of  the  coaft. 

One  league  to  the  northward  of  St.  Marc's  bay, 
is  a  low  point,  which  appears  at  a  diftance  like  an 
Ifland  ;  It  forms  a  cape,  that  runs  out  a  mile  to  the 
weft  ward  of  the  bearings  above  given;  it  is  call- 
ed La  Point  du  morne  au  Diable,  (or  the  Devil's 
Hillock  point,)  and  fcrves  to  fhewthe  mouth  of  the 
river  Artibonite,  which  falls  into  the  fea  two  miles 
to  the  northward  of  this  point. 

There  is  anchorage  all  along  this  coaft,  but  for 
fmail  veffels  only. 

Cape  St.  Marc  is  high,  and  of  a  round  form  ; 
you  fee  at  a  great  diftance,  the  hillock  which 
forms  it,  and  which  is  diftant  only  one  mile  from 
the  fea  fide. 

The  opening  of  the  bay  of  St.  Marc,  lies  to  the 
north  of  this  cape  ;  it  extends  one  league  within 
the  land,  and  has  great  depth  of  water  in  it,  you 
may  anchor  at  the  bottom  of  the  bay,  under  the 
town,  in  fifteen  or  eighteen  fathoms  water.  Small 
veffels  may  anchor  in  confiderably  lefs  water,  but 
they  will  be  very  near  the  more. 

The  point  of  the  Platform,  is  to  the  north  ;  the 
coaft  from  the  Gonaives,  to  cape  St,  Marc,  to  the 


36 


eaft  ;   and  the  coaft  north  of  Gonaives  illand  to  the 
fouth,  form  the  gulf  of  Gonaives. 

Cape  St.  Marc,  is  the  fouthernmoft  point  of  it, 
and  with  the  nonhead  point  of  Gonaives,  forms 
the  entrance  of  St.  Marc's  channel. 

When  you  have  doubled  Cape  a  Foux,  and 
are  to  the  weft  of  Pearl  Point,  about  two  leagues, 
if  you  are  bound  to  St.  Marc,  or  to  Port  au  Prince, 
you  mud  make  St.  Marc's  paiTage,  and  fleer  your 
courfe  S.  E. 

After  having  run  fifteen  leagues,  you  will  be 
eaft  and  weft  of  cape  St.  Marc  at  the  entrance  of 
the  channel,  you  will  then  fleer  eaft  to  go  to  St. 
Marc. 

Going  to  Portau  Prince,  you  will  continue  your 
courfe  S.  E.  till  you  make  the  Arcadins,  or  if  it 
fhauld  be  at  night,  after  having  run  five  or  fix 
leagues  to  the  S.  E.  fleer  S.  S.  E.  50  E.  to  pafs  in 
the  mid-channel,  between  the  Arcadins  and  the 
eaft  point  of  Gonaives. 

Having  run  in  this  track  about  three  leagues, 
you  will  fleer  S.  E.  and  by  E.  about  four  leagues 
and  a  half  to  fall  ia  with  Point  la  Mentin,  which  is 
on  the  fouth  fide. 

You  muft  range  this  coaft  pretty  near  without 
tany  fear  of  going  too  clofe,  for  the  purpofe  of  a- 
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voiding  the  fhoals  of  an  iflot  of  fand,   which  lies  a 
fmall  league  to  the  northward  of  point  la  Mentin. 

If  you  arrive  in  the  night  off  this  point  you  would 
do  right,  after  you  have  run  pad  it  a  mile,  or  half 
a  league,  to  anchor. 

You  will  find  twelve  or  eighteen  fathoms  water, 
the  ground  good,  and  the  water  always  fmooth. 

Sometimes  you  are  obliged  to  turn  in  this  chan- 
nel, in  which  cafe,  you  muft  not  go  fo  near  the 
Gonaive,  as  the  St.  Domingo  fide,  which  is  a  fafe 
fhore,  and  which  can  be  approached  any  where 
within  half  a  league. 

The  Arcadinsarenotmuchtobe  feared  5  there  is 
a  fhoal  that  ftretches  out  from  them  a  mile,  or  half 
a  league  at  moft,  on  which  there  is  five  or  fix  fa- 
thoms water,  and  on  the  edge  of  the  W.  and  S. 
W.  fide  there  is  twelve  to  fifteen  fathoms,  co- 
rally  ground. 

In  the  hurricane  months  you  are  almofl  fure  in 
this  channel  to  meet  with  violent  ftorms  every  night. 

The  belt  method  to  follow,  in  that  cafe  will  be 
to  lay  to,  fometimes  on  one  tack,  and  then  on  the 
other,  as  well  to  avoid  the  force  of  the  wind,  (which 
is  very  violent,)  as  the  fhoals  of  the  little  Gonavej 
or  if  you  can  forefee  the  gale,  coming  on,  it  will 
be  better  to  look  out  an  anchorage  on  the  St.  Do- 
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mingo  fide,  near  to  Archahei  point,  or  on  the  north 
of  Logane,  to  the  S.  E.  of  the  little  Gonaive,  as 
you  have  foundings  from  the  white  ground  of  little 
Gonaive  as  far  as  Logane. 

You  may  pafs  likewife,  if  you  choofe,  between 
the  Arcadins  and  the  land,  the  channel  is  five  miles 
wide  and  in  the  middle  of  it,  you  will  never  have 
lefs  than  ten  fathoms.  The  water  decreafes  as  you 
approach  the  Arcadins,  at  one  mile  diftance  you 
will  have  fix  and  eight  fathoms  water  corally 
ground,  at  the  fame  diftance,  from  the  St.  Do- 
mingo more,  you  will  find  the  fame  depth  of  wa- 
ter, but  with  a  muddy  fand. 

The  greater!:  length  of  the  Iiland  of  Gonaive, 
E.  S.  E.  and  W.  N.  W.  is  ten  leagues  and  a 
half,  and  its  breadth,  which  is  very  regular,  is 
two  leagues,  from  north  to  fouth. 

The  north-eafl  point  is  low.  There  is  a  reef 
which  runs  out  to  the  eaftward  of  it,  half  a  league ; 
and  then  extends  a  long  more  to  the  fouth  ward . 
of  the  fame  diftance  from  the  land  ;  on  the  infide  si 
a  white  bottom,  with  from  one  to  three  fathoms. 
The  eaft  point  is  high,  and  fteep  without  any 
White  Grounds,  but  you  fall  in  foon  after,  with 
the  fhoals  of  the  little  Gonaive,  which  come  with- 
in a  quarter  of  a  league  of  the  point ;  thefe 
fhoals  do  not  extend  much  to  the  northward 
of  the   eaft   point   of    the  little    Gonaive,    but 
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they  project  a  league  to  the  eaftward.     There  it 
clofe  to  their  edge  eight  fathoms  corally  bottom. 

South-eaft  of  the  little  Gonaive  there  is  a  White 
Ground,  feparate  from  the  other,  half  a  mile,  over 
which  you  may  pafs,  without  fear. 

You  will  find  on  every  part  of  it  from  feven  to 
twelve  fathoms  water,  notwithftanding  that  the 
bottom  appears  very  white.  This  ground  extends 
almoft  two  leagues  from  the  little  Gonaive;  in  ge- 
neral, a  large  fhip  ought  not  to  go  within  one 
league  and  a  quarter  of  the  little  Gonaive. 

From  the  little  Gonaive,  to  the  weft  point  of 
the  great  Gonaive,  the  coaft  is  fafe. 

The  coaft  to  the  northward  of  this  iiland  is  alfo 
fafe    and  clear,    having  only  one  White  Ground, 
which  extends  half  a  league  from  Point  Bahama, 
fituated  nearly  in  the  middle  of  the  iiland. 

Leaving  Port  a>u  Prince,  to  go  to  the  little  Go- 
naive, you  range  along  the  fouth  at  the  diftancc 
of  qne  or  two  miles ;  as  far  as  the  point  of  Leo- 
gane,  all  this  fhore  is  fafe  and  clear. 

From  point  la  Mentin,  to  Leogane  point,  there 
is  no  anchorage }  but  from  the  point  of  Leogane 
to  the  anchorage  off  the  town,  there  is  good  bot- 
tom all  along  the  more. 

F   2- 
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After  you  have  pafsed  Leogane  you  mud  fleer 
for  the  Tapion  of  the  little  Gonaive,  and  you  come 
to  an  anchorage  in  the  bay,  leaving  on  your  lar- 
board hand  a  little  ifiand,  near  the  coaft,  fituated 
north  of  the  town,  to  the  W.  S.  W.  of  which,  you 
may  anchor. 

Petit  Gonaive  is  nine  leagues  from  Port  au  Frince, 
but  having  to  double  the  point  of  Leogane.  you 
will  have  a  run  of  twelve  leagues  to  come  to  it. 

From  the  Tapion  of  Petit  Gonaive,  to  that  cf 
Miragoane,  the  coaft  runs  W.  one  quarter  N.  W. 
5°  North  three  leagues  and  two  thirds,  then  W. 
one  quarter  S.  W.  one  league  and  a  half,  to  the 
Careening  ifiand  of  Miragoane  bay* 

Two  leagues  and  three  quarters  north  of  this 
iflot,  is  theeaftern  extremity  of  the  White  Ground, 
which  joins  the  reef  called  Rochelois. 

To  anchor  at  Miragoane,  you  come  within  a 
a  mile  of  the  Careening  ifiand  ;  then  you  will  per- 
ceive a  fmall  town  at  the  foot  of  a  mountain  and 
forne  fmall  Mangrove  iflands  to  the  weft  ward ;  you 
keep  the  mid-channel,  between  the  fliore  and  the 
firft  iflot,  and  come  to  an  anchor  within,  leaving 
the  little  ifiand  on  the  {larboard,  and  the  fhore 
where  the  little  town  is  fituated,  on  the  larboard 
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hand,   from  eight  to  eighteen  fathoms  water  mud- 
dy bottom. 

This  anchorage  ought  not  to  be  taken  without  a 
pilot,  the  pafTage,  or  channel,  is  but  little  more 
than  a  cables  length,  in  width,  and'you  mud  an* 
chor  as  foon  as  you  are  within. 

If  you  choofe  you  can  anchor  outfide  of  the  lit- 
tle iflands  of  Mangroves,  but  in  no  iefs  than  twen- 
ty-five  fathc/ms. 

From  Miragoane  Careening  ifmd,  the  coad 
forms  the  bay  of  that;  name,  fliut;inon  the  c 
by  Frigate  Ifland,  off  which  runs  a  ihual  half  a 
league  to  the  eaftward  of  it.  The  extremit; 
this  White  Ground,  extends  nearly  north  to  the 
anchorage  at  Trliragoane,  which  obliges  you  to 
range  along  the  more  cJofe  to  the  little  illarid  in 
coming  in,  or  going  out;  then  the  coafl  runs  weft, 
as  far  as  the  village  called  Rochelois,  fituated  at 
the  foot  of  a  large  hill. 

It  is  to  the  north,  five  degrees  eafl;  of  this  vil- 
lage at  three  leagues,  lies  the  reef,  called  du  Roche- 
Ion.  . 

The  reef  called  du  Rochelois  is  of  very  little  ex- 
tent, fome  of  the  rocks  are  out  of  the  water.  Yoti 
may  range  very  near  them,  on  the  fouth  and  north 
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Ikies;  on  the  weft  fide  there  is  a  White  Ground 
of  two  miles  extent  on  the  edge  of  which  there  is 
only  four,  or  five  fathoms  water. 

One  league  eaft  of  thefe  breakers  there  is  a  roc- 
ky bottom,  but  fcarely  vifible,  having  on  it  from 
fix  to  eight  fathoms  water;. fo  that  there  is  no- 
thing to  fear,  but  the  rocks  themfelves,  whofe  ex- 
tent is  not  more  than  a  cables  length.  They  lie 
three  leagues  from  the  fouth  fhore,  and  three 
leagues  and  one^third  from  that  of  Gonaive. 

The  channel  on  the  north  fide  being  as  clear  as 
that  on  the  fouth  fide,  and  the  fouth  coafi:  being 
very  clear  in  every  part,  it  is  eafy  to  avoid  this 
ganger. 

From  the  village  of  Rochelois,  to  the  entrance 
of  the  bay  of  Baradairs,  the  coaft  runs  W.  one 
quarter  N.  W.  five  leagues  and  a  half. 

The  bay  of  Baradairs  is  formed  towards  the  eaft 
by  Roitetet's  point,  and  towards  the  weft,  by  the 
eaftern  extremity  o,f  the  Bee-du-Marfouin,  or  the 

Porpoife's  Snout. 

- 

Thefe  two  points  bear  from  each  other  N.  N, 
W.  and  S.  S.  E.  diftant  one  league  and  one 
quarter.  To  anchor  in  the  bay  of  Baradairs,  you 
keep  one  third  nearer  the  Porpoife  Snout,  than 
Roicetets  point,  and  ranging  along  the  peninfula  of 
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the  Snout,  you  come  into  an  anchorage  of  from 
eight  to  ten  fathoms. 

There  is  a  great  depth  of  water  in  the  middle  of 
the  bay,  and  you  can  judge  for  yourfelf  as  to 
coming  to,  either  at  a  diftance  or  near  to  the 
fhore. 

This  bay  is  very  extenfive,  but  there  are  weedy 
fhoals  at  the  bottom,  which  will  not  permit  of  your 
going  in,  and  taking  an  anchorage  without  a  pilot. 

The  north  of  the  Porpoife's  Snout  to  the  north 
point  ot  Great  Caymite  ill  and,  lay  W.  N.  W.  and 
E.  S.  E.  from  each  other,  and  are  diftant  four 
leagues  and  a  half. 

The  coaft  weft  of  the  peninfula  of  the  Por- 
poife's Snout,  bends  into  the  fouth,  and  forms  a 
bight  of  two  leagues ;  then  rounding  a  little,  it 
runs  W.  N.  W.  as  far  as  Jeremie,  a  diftance  of  ten 
leagues. 

This  bight,  and  the  ifland  of  Great  Caymite  form 
a  large  bay  called  the  bay  of  Caymite,  where  there 
is  a  very  good  anchorage  for  all  forts  of  vefiels. 

You  may  come  in  without  a  pilot,  and  anchor 
under  the  Great  Caymite,  in  what  depth  of  water 
you  pleafe. 

You  can  alfo  anchor  in  the  bay  of  Flamands 
near  t#  the  peninfula. 
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You  range  along  the  fide  of  the  peninfula,  and 
anchor  oppofite  a  fandy  beach,  in  what  depth  you 
pleafe. 

The  bay  of  Caymites  offers  in  its  bendings 
feveral  rery  fine  anchorages,  which  it  is  eafy  to 
come  at. 

There  is  no  good  pafsage  between  the  fhore  and 
Caymites ;  and  you  will  not  find  more  than  thir- 
teen feet  water  upon  the  White  Grounds  of  the 
Little  Caymite  and  of  the  little  ifland  of  Foucaud, 
and  then  there  are  feveral  coral  rocks  which  rife 
within  two  or  three  feet  of  each  other. 

So  that  only  very  fmall  veffels  can  rifk  thofe 
White  Grounds  without  a  pilot. 

They  extend  as  far  as  three  leagues  W.  S.  W 
off  the  Grand  Caymite. 

From  the  north  point  of  Grand  Caymite,  to  Salt 
River  point,  which  is  a  league  and  a  half  W.  N.  W 
of  point  Jeremie  is  nine  leagues  and  a  half.  This 
Salt  River  point  is  the  mofl  northerly  of  all  the 
coaft,  from  Port  au  Prince. 

One  league  and  a  half  eaft  of  this  point,  is  that 
of  Jeremie,  under  whieh  is  fituated  the  village  of 
that  name. 
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The  anchorage  at  Jeremie  is  of  very  little  extent, 
upon  an  open  fhore,  and  it  will  be  neeeflary  to  avoid 
flaying  therein  the  feafon  of  the  northerly  winds. 
Sloops  and  fchooners  can  go  infide  of  the  reefs, 
but  there  is  no  fhelrer  there  for  large  vellels ;  in 
general  it  is  a  bad  anchorage,  and  ought  not  to  be 
fought  for,  but  in  cafe  of  neceflity,  and  only  by 
veflels  drawing  from  twelve  to  fourteen  feet  water. 

From  Salt  River  point,  to  Cape  Dame  Maria, 
the  coaft:  runs  W.  one  quarter  S.  W.  50  fouth, 
four  leagues  and  a  half. 

All  this  fhore  isfafe  and  bold,  within  a  quarter 
of  a  league;  it  does  not  offer  any  fhelter ;  though 
in  cafe  of  neceflity  you  might  anchor  in  Clair  Bay, 
which  is  one  league  and  a  quarter  from  Salt  River. 

This  bay,  or  creek,  is  very  fmall ;  two  mips  of 
one  hundred  feet  long,  would  find  it  difficult  to 
fwing  clear  of  each  other. 

This  anchorage  is  eafily  difcovered  by  keeping 
clofe  along  fhore  -7  it  can  only  ferve  as  a  fhelter 
for  fmall  veflels. 

As  foon  as  you  difcover  Cape  Dame  Maria,  by 
the  faife  cape  of  that  name,  at  about  half  a  league 
diftance,  you  will  find  foundings  in  from  fifteen 
to  eighteen  fathoms. 
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You  may  range  along  this  cape,  at  a  quarter  of 
a  league  diftance,  in  from  eight  to  twelve  fathoms, 
■weedy  bottom. 

According  as  you  get  infide  of  the  bay  of  Dame 
Maria*  it  will  be  neceffary  to  draw  clofe  in  to  the 
fnore,  fleering  S.  E.  the  winds  being  almoft  al- 
ways againft. ;  and  with  your  lead  in  your  hand, 
you  come  to  an  anchor  a  little  to  the  W.  N.  W. 
of  a  large  white  tapion  or  mound,  on  which  there 

ftands  a  battery. 

<. 

You  can  anchor  five  fathoms  within  a  mufket 
fhot  of  this  tapion  or  mound. 

There  is  bottom  all  over  this  bay,  at  one  mile 
from  the  fhore,  from  four  to  fix  fathoms  and  at 
the  diftance  of  two  miles,  as  far  as  ten  fathoms. 

You  are  flickered  from  the  winds  between  the 
north  and  the  fouth,  pafTing  by  the  eafl ;  notwith- 
flanding  whiGh,  fhips  that  anchor  in  eight  or  ten 
fathoms  will  feel  the  fwell,  if  there  is  afrefh  breeze 
without. 

From  cape  Dame  Maria,  to  the  point  des  Irois, 
the  coaft  runs  S.  S.  W.  five  leagues,  and  forms 
feveral  bays  and  creeks  where  veffels  may   anchor. 

In  general  along  this  coafl  a  frigate  may  run  \n3 
keeping  the  lead  going,  and  come  to  anchor  in  any 
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part,  there  being  neither  fands,  nor  fhoals,  under 
water,  and  the  ground  gradually  increafmg  accord- 
ing as  you  approach  toward  the  more. 

At  two  leagues  and  a  half,  to  the  S.  S.  W.  of 
cape  Dame  Maria,  arefome  rocks  called  Baleine, 
or  the  Whale,  about  half  a  league  from  the  more, 
oppofite  Minilter's  point. 

Thefe  rocks  are  above  water  and  furrounded 
with  a  white  fhoal,  which  does  not  extend  more 
than  half  a  cables  length,  on  which  there  is  four 
fathoms  water. 

You  may  pafs  through  between  the  more  and 
the  breakers,  there  is  fix  fathom  water  in  the 
middle  paifage0  On  the  outfide  you  may  range 
as  clofe  as  you  pleafe  to  thefe  rocks — at  all  times 
thefea  breaks  round  them. 

At  one  league  and  a  half  from  Baleines,  the 
Whale,  lies  the  little  ifland  of  Pierre  jofeph,  where 
a  convoy  might  anchor,  and  the  anchorage  is  good 
and  eafy  to  take  ^  large  (hips  anchor  to  the  S.  W. 
of  the  little  ifland. 

All  along  this  part  of  the  coaft  weft  of  the 
ifland  of  St.  Domingo,  you  will  find  ground,  to 
the  diftance  of  two  leagues  -y  the  depth  gradually 
increafmg  according  as   you  leave  the  land ;    at 
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one  mile  from  the  more  you  will  generally  fisd 
from  four  to  five  fathoms  ;  at  two  miles  from  ten 
*o  twelve  fathoms ;  at  a  league  youhave  regularly 
fifteen  to  feventeen  fathoms.  You  will  loof 
foundings  fuddenly  when  you  get  into  thirty  fa- 
thoms. 

The  point  des  Irois  is  the  mod  weflerly  point 
of  the  ifland  of  St.  Domingo.  It  is  not  very  high, 
but  it  is  remarkable  by  a  fmall  hillock  on  its  ex- 
tremity, which  appears  detached  and  to  form  a 
fmall  ifland.  This  point  is  that  which  forms  the 
north  point  of  the  bay  of  the  fame  name. 

You  may  range  along  the  northern  more  infide 
the  bay  ;  there  being  nine  to  eighteen  fathoms 
water  touching  the  more — clofe  home  to  the  land. 
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The  anchorage  is  to  the  N.  W.  of  a  black  rock, 
which  is  feen  a  little  way  to  the  fouthward  of  the 
town  of  Irois,  and  is  from  nine  to  ten  fathoms, 
fhelly  bottom. 

You  can  alfo  anchor  to  the  fouthward  of  the 
little  ifland  of  rocks,  to  the  W.  N.  W.  of  a  little 
mound  towards  the  middle  of  the  bay. 

The  depth  in  this  place  is  from  eight  to  nine 
fathoms,  fand,  and  muddy  ground. 

This  bay  is  open  to  the  foutherly  winds  \  there 
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is  almoft  always  a  great  fea  within,  and  the  land, 
ing  there  is  difficult  ;  It  is  fituated  in  the  eddy  of 
the  current,  which  fets  to  the  northward  on  tfie 
Wwfl  fide  and  to  the  S.  E.  on  the  Eaft  coalt. 

The  fea  outfide  is  alternately  agitated  with  vio- 
tence  by  the  N.  E.  and  eaft  winds  which  prevail 
along  the  weft  coaft,  and  by  the  S.  E.  winds  that 
blow  on  the  fouth  coaft. 

This  bay  is  terminated  to  the  fouth  by  cape  Car- 
cafte,  which,  with  Cap  a  Foux  forms  a  large 
roundifh  bluff  which  terminates  at  Cape  Tiburon. 

Thefe  three  capes  feen  at  a  diftance  form  but 
one,  which  is  called  Cape  Tiburon.  You  may 
eafily  knew  it  by  its  form  and  height.  It  is  a  large 
mountain,  very  lofty,  whofe  top  is  rounded  fome- 
thing  like  a  Panier  on  the  back  of  a  DofTer,  and 
comes  down  gradually  towards  the  fea. 

Cape  Tiburon,  properly  fpeaking,  is  one  league 
and  one  third  from  the  point  of  Irois,  to  the  fouth, 
30  degrees  eaft.  It  forms  the  entrance  of  Ti- 
buron bay,  which  extends  to  eaftward  of  the  cape.. 

You  will  not  find  any  ground  at  fifty  fathoms., 
being  at  two  cables  length  from  the  fhore,  from 
cape  CarcafTes,  as  far  as  cape  Tiburon  ;  but  at 
the  fame  diftance  from  this  latter  cape,  you  will 
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find**tw^ifciff*to  thirty  fathoms ;  a  little  farther 
cut  you  loofe  foundings  very  rapidly* 

The  bay  of  Tiburon  is  fheltered,  on  the  eait,  ai  ! 
to  the  fouth,  by  point  Burgos,  at  the  extremity  of 
which,  there  is  a  fmall  reef  which  runs  a  cables 
length  out. 

You  anchor  to  the  northward  of  this  point,  at  a 
quarter  of  a  league  from  the  town,  in  feven  or  eight 
fathoms,  muddy  bottom. 

All  the  bay  is  clear  and  good  ground,  if  you  do 
not  approach  too  near  point  Burgos,  in  the  wef- 
tern  part,  where  the  bottom  is  covered  over  with 
rocks. 

There  is  nothing  to  fear  in  this  bay,  but  the 
foutherly  winds,  and  fmall  veffels  can  get  fo  clofe 
to  the  fhore,  in  three  or  four  fathoms,  as  to  get 
under  the  fhelter  of  point  Burgos. 

With  every  other  wind  the  fea  is  fmooth,  the 
landing  place  is  eafy.  The  water  there  is  excellent, 
and  got  with  great  facility. 

From  cape  Tiburon  to  point  Burgos  is  a  ihort 
league  ;  the  bearings  of  thefe  two  points  is  E.  S, 
E.  five  degrees  fouth,  and  W.  N.  W.  five  degrees 
north. 
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From  point  Burgos,  to  a  low  point  called  Old 
Boucand  ;  the  coaft  runs  E.  S.  E.  five  degrees 
fouth,  one  league  and  one  third. 

This  part  of  the  coaft  is  not  fo  fafe  ;  there  are 
fome  white  (hoals  and  breakers  off  Aigrittes  point, 
but  which  do  not  extend  more  than  half  a  league 
out. 

From  the  point  of  Old  Boucand  the  coaft  runs 
to  the  N.  E.  one  league  and  a  half,  rounding  off 
afterwards  to  form  what  is  called,  le  fond  des  An- 
glois  (the  Englifh  bottom. 

This  coaft  is  fafe  but  does  not  offer  any  good 
anchorage  ;  you  may  anchor  very  clofe  in  to  the 
land,  but  you  are  not  by  any  means  fheltered  from 
the  fea  breezes. 

From  the  fond  des  Anglois,  the  coaft  begins  to 
run  to  the  E.  S.  E.  one  league  and  one  third,  to 
a  large  hill  called  Les  Chardonniers,  and  which  is 
very  remarkable  at  a  diftance. 

Then  after  having  for  med  a  bay  of  half  a  league, 
it  runs  to  the  S.  S.  E.  fix  leagues  and  a  half,  to 
the  point  a  Gravois,  forming  feveral  little  creeks 
which  cannot  be  confidered  as  anchorages.  The 
only  one,  any  way  large,  is  port  Salut,  at  a  (liort 
league  to  the  N.  N,  W.  of  point  a  Gravois. 
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The  point  a  Gravels  is  low,  and  difficult  to 
know  well,  it  is  eafily  miftaken  for  that  of  port 
Salut. 

From  this  point  the  coafi  is  not  very  high,  and 
runs  eafl  two  degrees  north,  three  leagues  to  the 
point  de  1' Abacou. 

The  point  of  Abacou,  is  low  at  its  extremity,  and 
rifesa  little  in  land  ;  it  is  formed  by  two  points  of 
reefs  which  extend  one  quarter  of  a  league  into 
the  fea  *,  you  may  range  along  them  without  fear; 
at  half  a  league  diflance  you  will  find  no  bottom 
at  forty  fathoms. 

At  this  point  begins  the  bay  of  the  Cayes. 

The  coaft  after  having  doubled  Abacou,  runs 
to  the  N.  N.  W.  then  to  the  N.  W.  and  afterwards 
rounds  towards  the  eafl,  'till  you  come  to  the 
town  of  the  Cayes,  which  bears  N.  one  quarter, 
N.  E.  two  degrees  eafl  from  the  point  of  Abacou, 
at  three  and  a  half  leagues. 

The  S.  W.  point  of  the  ifle  a  Vache,  (or  Cow 
iiland)  forms  the  eafi:  fide  of  the  entrance  of  this 

great  bay it  bears  E.  one  quarter,  N.  E.  from 

point  Abac  ou,  two  leagues  and  a  third. 

In  the  middle  channel  between  the  point  of 
Abacou,  and  the  wefte  fide  of  the  ifie  a   Vache, 
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you  will  find  twenty-five  fathoms,  then  the  depth 
decreafes  towards  the  coaft  of  the  ifle  a  Vache. 

Off  the  fouth  weft  part  of  this  ifland,  there  is  a 
white  ground,  where  you  will  find  from  five  to 
feven  fathoms  rocky  bottom,  as  far  as  a  mile  and 
a  half  out ;  but  as  you  approach  towards  Diamond 
point,  is  not  nearer  than  one  quarter  of  a  league, 
and  the  bottom  becomes  good  in  fix  or  feven  fa- 
thoms. 

Being  come  eaft  and  weft:  of  Diamond  point, 
there  is  foundings  all  over,  from  one  fide  to  the 
other. 

The  anchorage  is  good  to  the  weft  of  Diamond 
point,  or  more  to  the  northward,  oppofite  a  fandy 
creek,  from  fix  to  feven  fathoms,  fandy  and  muddy 
bottom. 

Togo  into  Aux  Cayes,  you  range  along,  in  fix 
fathoms,  the  N.  W.  point  of  the  ifle  a  Vache,  and 
you  direct  your  courfe  to  difcover  on  the  larboard 
hand,  the  white  hillocks  of  CavailJon  ;  the  courfe 
is  nearly  N.  one  quarter  N.  E. 

You  will  then  leave   on  the  larboard  hand,  a 

large  reef  furrounded  with  a  white  fhoal,    which 

fills  almoft  all  the  middle  of  the  bay  ;  then,  when 

you  have  brought  the  town  to  bear  N.  W.  one 
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.quarter  W.  you  -.mil  ft  haul  up  two  points  to 
windward  of  the  town,  towards-  the  Company's 
iiland,  where  you  may  anchor,  if  you  do  not  wife 
to  go  into  the  road  ,of  the  Cay es ;  or  if  you  do, 
ihorten  fail,  one  quarter  of  a  league,  or  a  mile  from 
the  more,  and  the  pilot  of  the  port  will  convey 
you  in. 

The  paffage  or  channel,  is  two-thirds  of  a  cables 
length  in  breadth;  no-veffels  drawing  more  than 
thirteen  feet  water  can  go  in  there.  Large  mips 
drawing  from  fifteen  to  feventeen  feet  water,  come 
to  anchor  at  Chateaudin,  half  a  league  to  the 
weft  ward,  and  which  is  feparated  by  fhoals  from 
the  port  of  Aux  Cayes. 

To  anchor  in  the  road  of  Chateaudin  having 
been  at  the  anchorage  of  the  ifle  a  Vache  in  eleven 
or  eight  fathoms  to  the  W.  or  W.  N.  W.  of  the 
Diamond,  you  mull  fleer  directly  for  Torbee, 
wrhich  is  a  fmall  town  very  eafily  diftinguifhed  in 
the  infide  of  the  bay  ;  the  rourfe  will  be  about  N. 
W.  approaching  towards  the  more,  within  about 
two  miles,  you  will  difcover  a  little  white  flag, 
which  is  placed  on  a  fhoal ;  you  mail  double  it 
to  the  -weft ward,  and  leave  it  on  the  (larboard 
hand. 

You  can  range  along  it  within  half  a  cables 
length  5  when  you  have  ^brought  it  to  bear  fouth, 
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you  fleer  along  the  coaft,  for  the  road  of  Chateaux- 
din,  where  you  anchor  in  fix  or  feven  fathoms, 
muddy  bottom. 

In  all  this  palTage,  if  you  keep  the  channel, 
you  will  not  find  lefs  than  from  feven  to  nine  fa- 
toms;  and  often  twelve  and  fifteen,  muddy  bottom*- 

The  Ifle  of  Vache  is  three  leagues  in  its  greateft 
length,  and  not  more  than  one  league  in  its  great- 
e(t  breadth;  it  is  mountainous,  and  appears  at 
the  diflance  of  fix  or  feven  leagues  like  a  clufter  of 
fmall  iflands. 

From  the  N.  W.  p^int  coming  to  that  of  the  S; 
W.  the  coaft  is  fafe  ;  you  will  find  the  water  fnoaf- 
ing  gradually,  as  you  come  near  the  land. 

Off  the  S.  W.  point  is  the  white  fnoal,  already 
mentioned,  which  it  is  neceffary  to  give  a.birth  to, 
coming  from  the  ea  ft  ward,  to  anchor  at  the  ifle  a 
Vache.  The  fouth  fide  is  bold;  there  is  a  reef 
which  runs  almofl  the  whole-  length,  at  a  cables 
length  diflance,  as  far  as  the  eaft  point,  where 
there  is  a  white  fhoal,  which  joins  that  of  the  reef 
de  la  Folle,  which  is  to  the  northward  of  this  point. 

From  the  N.  W.  point  to  the  point  of  la  Folle, 
on.  the  north  fide  of  the  ifland  there  is  a.  chain  of 
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fhoals,  and  fmall  iilands,  amongft  which  there  are 
narrow  pailages. 

On  this  coaft  is  the  bay  Feret,  where  there  is  a 
very  good  anchorage,  but  to  get  there  it  is  Jnecef- 
fary  to  keep  well  in  the  channel,  without  which, 
you  run  the  rifk  fometimes  of  not  having  more 
than  two  or  three  fathoms  water. 

The^mofl  northerly  of  thefe  little  iilands,  is  cal- 
led 6aye-aTeau  (or  Water  Key.)  It  is  remarka- 
ble by  a  tuft  of  large  trees,  of  w7hich  one  is  confi- 
derabiy  higher  than  the  others. 

The  more  of  this  little  ifland  is  bold,  there  is  a 
good  anchorage,  at  fome  diftance  from  it,  on  the 
north  fide,  from  fifteen,  even  to   thirty  fathom5 

water. 

From  the  Cayes  the  coaft  runs  E.  N.  E.  one 
league,  as  far  as  the  tapion  or  hillock  of  Cavaillon, 
which  forms  the  entrance  of  the  bay  of  that  name  ; 
half  way  between,  is  the  Company's  ifland  where 
you  anchor,  if  you  do  not  choofe  to  go  into  the 
harbour  of  the  Cayes. 

You  muft  not  go  too  clofe  to  the  tapions  of  Ca- 
vaillon on  the  S.  E.  part,  as  there  is  a  flat,  or 
fhoal,  on  which  there  is  only  fix  feet  water,  which 
is  called  le  Mouton  (the  Sheep)  it  is  fituated  to  the 
S.  E.  of  the  moil  eafterly  point  of  the  tapion.,   at 
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the  diflancc  of  half  a  mile.    Between   this  (hoal 
and  the  land  there  are  eight  fathoms  water. 

The  bay  cf  Cavaillon  is  pretty  large,  but  the 
anchorage  is  of  little  extent,  the  coafl:  to  the  weft 
is  too  fleep,  and  the  bottom  is  covered  with  rocks, 
you  mult  come  to  an  anchor  on  the  call  fide  cf  thej '- 

,  oppofite  a  coaft  covered  with  mangroves,' 
which  you  can  approach  without  fear  ;  the  ground 
there  is  good,  and  you  have  five  fathoms  water 
aimoll  to  the  fhore. 

In  this  bay  you  are  flickered  from  the  fea-Lreezes 
by  the  eaft  point,  which  appertains  to  a  fmail 
ifland,  which  leaves  a  paiTage  in  the  mangroves, 
by  which  there  is  a  communication  with  the  bay 
des  Flamand.  In  the  bottom  there  is  a  river 
which  is  fliut  in  by  a  bar,  that  can  only  be  pafTed  at 
high  water. 

The  bay  des  Flamand  s  (or  Flemifh  bay)  is  one 
quarter  of  a  league,  from  that  of  Cavaillon \  it  runs 
into  the  land  towards  the  N.  E.  it  is  the  place 
where  fhips  pafs  the  winter  or  the  hurricane  months 
— the  entrance  and  mores  of  this  bay  are  fafe.  and 
bold  ;  you  may  anchor  any  where,  all  over — you 
will  find  here  a  good  careening  place. 

From  the  bay  of  Flamands,  the  coafl:  runs  E. 
one  quarter  N,  E.  two  miles,  and  you    come  f 
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the  great  bay  of  MefTe  ;  the  anchorage  is  good- 
all  over,  but  you  are  very  little  fheltered  from  the 
foutherly  winds ;  the  entrance  being  very  broad* 
and  opening  to  the  fouth. 

The  coaft  continues  to  run  to  the  E.  one  quar- 
ter N.  E.  as  far  as  point  Pafcal.  Half  way  towards 
it,  you  will  find  the  little  bay  of  MerTe>  in  which 
you  may  anchor,  but  without  being  fheltered  even 
""from  the  fea  breezes. 

The  entrance  of  the  great  bay  of  Merle,  is  bar- 
red in  the  middle,  by  a  fhoal  which  extends  aerofs 
to  the  point  weft  of  the  little  bay  of  MefTe  ;  thia 
fhoal,  in  fome  places,  has  not  more  than  from  fif- 
teen to  eighteen  feet  water ;  it  is.  very  narrow, 
and  leaves  a  parTage  between  it  and  the  coaft,  of 
about  one  quarter  of  a  league  j  it  does  not  extend 
more  than  half  a  league  to  the  fouthward  from 
the  more. 

To  go  into  the  great  bay  of  MefTe,  when  the 
fhip  draws  more  than  fifteen  feet  water,  it  will  be 
necelTary  to  keep  clofe  to  the  more  on  the  weft  fide 
of  the  bay,  and  range  along  by  point  Pauline,  which, 
forms  the  weft  entrance  of  the  bay  ;  the  beginning 
of  the  bank,  or  fhoal,  is  north  and  fouth  of  point, 
St.  Remi,  at  the  diftance  of  about  a  mile. 

Point  Pafcal  is  fteep,  and  of  a  white  colour  \  it 
forms  with  a  little  ifland,  which  is  half  a  league  to 
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the  caftward,  the  principal  entrance  of  the  bay  of 
Sl    Louis. 

This  little  ifland  is  called  Orange  Key ;  at  the  an- 
chorage of  the  Cayes,  which  is  about  five  leagues 
diftant,  you  can  fee  this  little  ifland  ;  it  bears  then 
with  the  ihore,  fouth  of  the  bay  of  Mefle. 

From  point  Pafcal,  the  coaft  rum  N.  N.  E.  one 
mile,  as  far  as  point  Vigie,  from  whence  you  dis- 
cover the  whole  bay  of  St.  Louis,  which  is  fhut  in 
to  the  eaft  by  cape  Bonite,  which  bears  with  point 
Vigie  N.  E.  one  quarter  E.  diftant  two  miles. 

To  anchor  in  St.  Louis  bay,  you  range  along 
point  Pafcal,  then  point  Vigie,  and  continue  ta 
draw  clofe  into  the  weft  coaft^  you  have  eight,  ta 
ten  fathoms. 

The  anchorage  is  weft  of  the  Old  Fort,  at  left 
than  one  quarter  of  a  league  from  the  land,  where 
you  will  difcover  the  town,  between  the  Old  For$ 
and  the  ihore  in  the  bottom  of  the  bay. 

The  Old  Fort  is  fituated  onafmall  ifland  of  rocks, 
on  the  land  fide  of  which  ycu  can  pafs  infix  fathoms* 
to  anchor  before  the  town,  where  the  greateft  deptl\ 
of  water,  is  only  five  fathoms. 

S.  one  quarter  S.  E.  of  the  Old  Fort,  at  a  quar- 
ter of  a  league,  there  is  afhoal  called  Le  Mouton; 
it  is  to  the  weft  of  cape  Bonite  at  the  diftance  of  si 
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quarter  of  a  league;  there  is  a  goodpaflage  betweeil 
it  and  the  fhore,  alfo  between  the  Old  Fort  and  it 
— neverthelefs  the  depth  is  much  lefs  confiderable, 
than  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  bay. 

You  can  pafs  between  Orange  Key  and  the  more, 
there  is  deep  water ;  in  this  pailage  you  will  meet 
with  a  fmall  ifland,  called  Caye- a  Rats;  (or  Rat- 
Key,)  you  can  pafs  between  it  and  Orange  Key, 
or  between  the  more,  and  them  both,  but  thofe 
paifages  are  not  large.  There  are  fhoals  off  the 
more,  which  makes  it  neceifary  to  keep  clofer  to 
the  two  iflands  than  the  more. 

To  the  E.  one  quarter  N.  E.  of  Orange  Key,  at 
one  league  and  a  half,  is  an  ifland  called  Caye  a 
Mouftiques  (Mouftique  Key;)  this  ifland  is  fafe, 
you  may  pafs  between  it  and  the  land,  or  on  the 
outfide  ;  you  will  not  find  lefs  than  ten  fathoms, 
at  half  a  quarter  of  a  league  to  the  northward  ! 

You  mud  not  keep  too  clofe  to  the  St.  Domin- 
go coaft ;  in  palling  in  more  of  Mouitique  Key, 
there  is  a  fmall  ifland,  between  cape  Bonite  and 
cape  St.  George,  where  there  is  a  fLoal  running 
out  from  it  about  a  mile  ;  called  La  Teigneufe. 

To  the  north  of  MouftiqueKey  is  cape  St.  George, 
which  you  may  approach  ;  you  will  find  no  other 
flioal,  as  far  as  La  Trompeufe,  which  is  one  league 
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and  one  third  E.  N.  E.  of  cape  St.  George,  and  to 
the  northward  of  another,  which  is  called  Caye  i 
Ramiers  (Wood  Pidgeons  key.) 

Ramiers  Key  bears  E.  one  quarter  N.  E.  from 
Mouflique  Key,  at  the  diftance  of  about  two  miles; 
it  is  known  by  a  white  hillock,  fteep  at  top,  which 
is  feen  at  a  considerable  diftance ;  there  is,  between 
it,  and  Mouflique  Key,  a  deep  pafsage,  by  which 
you  go  into  the  great  bay  of  Aquin. 

To  the  fouth  of  the  Caye  a  Ramiers  there  is  a 
fhoal,  which  extends  half  a  league,  on  which  there 
is  not,  in  the  middle,  more  than  three  fathoms 
water. 

Eaft  of  the  Caye  a  Ramiers,  is  a  fmall  ifland, 
called  L'  Anguille  (the  Eel)  and  in  the  N.  E.  there 
is  another  called  La  Regale,  the  three  form  an  e- 
quilateral  triangle,  whofe  fides  are  about  half  a 
league. 

To  the  E.  N.  E.  at  three  quarters  of  a  league 
from  the  Caye  a  Ramiers,  is  the  Great  Key  of 
Aquin,  which  is  an  ifland  of  a  tolerable  height, 
and  upon  which  you  fee  two  white  hillocks,  very 
remarkable. 

This  ifland  runs  E.  one  quarter  N.  E.  it  is  three 
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quarters  of  a  league  in  length,  and  about  one  quar- 
ter of  a  league  broad  ;  it  is  very  fafe  on  the  fouth 
fide  ;  it  will  be  necefTary  however,  for  you  to  be 
on  your  guard  againft  the  white  fhoais  of  L*  An- 
guille,  which  is  to  the  fouth  of  the  weft  point ;  fo 
that  there  is  not  a  pafsage  between  the  Caye  a  Ra- 
miers,  and  the  Great  Key  of  Aquin,  for  veflels 
that  draw  more  than  twelve  or  fifteen  feet  water. 

To  the  eaft  of  this  ifland,  is  a  white  infulated 
rock,  at  a  fhort  quarter  of  a  league  diftance,  called 
the  Diamond  5 

To  the  eaft  of  this  rock,  at  two  cables 
length,  diftance,  is  the  point  of  Morne-rouge 
which  makes  part  of  the  coaft  of  St.  Domingo  ; 
fo  that  the  eaft  point  of  Aquin  Key,  the  Diamond, 
and  the  point  of  Morne-rouge,  form  the  two  paf- 
fages  into  the  bay  of  Aquin. 

All  thefe  fhoais  and  iilands  are  bold  ;  you  will 
find,  five  and  fix  fathoms  in  the  paffage  between 
Morne  rouge,  and  the  Diamond,  and  fix,  {even 
and  eight  fathoms  between  the  Great  Key  of  Aquin 
and  the  Diamond. 

The  bay  of  Aquin  is  very  extenfive,  it  runs  a 
great  way  inland,  but  the  depth  of  water  there  is 
very  inconfiderable,  fo  that  a  confiderable  diftance 
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from    the   fhore,   you    have   only   three   fathoms 
water. 

You  may  enter  this  bay  either  by  the  Diamond 
paflage,  or  that  of  the  Cave  a  Ramiers. 

To  go  into  the  bay  of  Aquin  by  the  little  ifland 
a  Ramiers,  you  mud  pafs  between  this  ifland  and 
that  called  caye  a  Mouftiques.  You  fleer  E.  N. 
E.  to  get  into  the  mid-channel,  between  the  fhore 
and  the  little  iflands. 

When  you  have  doubled  the  Caye  a  Ramiers, 
you  will  fee  La  Regale,  which  is  a  little  fandy 
ifland,  very  low  ;  you  leave  it  on  the  (larboard 
hand  ;  you  will  pafs  in  the  mid-channel  between 
La  Regale  and  the  fnore,  then  haul  up  for  the 
Great  Key,  as  much  as  the  wind  will  let  you. 

The  good  anchorage  is  to  the  north  of  this 
ifland,  in  fix  and  feven  fathoms,  but  you  may  an- 
chor farther  in,  if  you  choofe.  The  point  of 
Morne-rouge  is  very  eafily  known  at  a  diflance, 
by  three  white  hillocks,  which  are  very  high,  they 
are  called  the  tapions  of  Aquin ;  they  form  to- 
gether a  large  cape,  under  which  is  an  anchorage 
in  ten  or  twelve  fathoms,  at  a  good  diflance  from 
the  land. 
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This  bottom  continues  as  far  as  the  little  Bay, 
or  creek  des  Flamands,  which  is  W.  N.  W.  rive 
degrees  weft,  one  league  and  one  quarter  from  the 
tapions  of  Aquin. 

It  is  neceflary  to  obferve,  that  from  point  Pafcal 
all  the  capes  are  high  and  fteep,  and  front  the 
fouth  and  S.  E.  and  as  on  all  this  coaft,  the  land 
is  white,  you  will  perceive   a  great  many    white 

hills. 

The  b3y  of  Acquin  has  two,  but  the  higheft  and 
mod  eafterly  are  thofe  of  Morne-rouge,  and  with 
a  little  attention,  one  cannot  miftake  them. 

From  the  point  of  Morne-rouge,  or  the  little 
hills  of  Acquin,  the  coaft,  after  having  trenched 
in  a  little  to  the  northward,  to  form  the  fmall  bay 
or  creek,  des  Flammands,  runs  E.  and  by  S.  as 
far  as  the  cape  of  Bayenette. 

This  cape  is  ten  leagues  from  the  tapions  of  Ac- 
quin ;  all  the  fhore,  between  the  two  is  fafe  and 
bold,  but  without  any  bay  where  you  could  anchor 
fo  as  to  be  fheltered  from  the  common  breeze. 
Two  leagues  and  a  half  before  you  come  to  cape 
Bayenette  is  an  iron  bound  coaft  with  a  very  con- 
fiderable  depth  of  water. 
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Cape  Bayenette  Is  known  byt  he  white  hillocks, 
which  are  at  its  extremity  ;  it  forms  the  entrance 
of  a  large  bay,  that  fronts  to  the  S.  E.  it  bears  the 
name  of  Bayenette,  no  doubt  on  account  of  the 
great  depth  of  water  found  all  over  it,  without 
meeting  with  one  fingle  fhoal  ;  you  are  here  very 
little,  if  at  all,  fheltered.  It  will  be  neceflary  to 
anchor  very  near  the  fhore,  and  on  the  north  fide 
of  it. 

This  bay  finks  in  towards  the  north  one  league, 
then  the  coaft:  again  runs  E.  and  by  S.  for  five 
leagues,  as  far  as  the  cape  Jaquemel. 

Jaquemel  cape  is  bold,  high,  and  fteep  ;  it 
forms  the  weft  entrance  of  Jaquemel  bay  ;  from 
this  cape  the  coaft  runs  N.  N.  W.  one  mile,  to 
the  point  de  la  Vigie  ;  then  one  mile  to  the  W. 
N.  W.  as  far  as  Redoubt  point,  which  is  infide  of 
this  bay. 

There  is  no  ground  to  be  found  in  all  this  ex- 
tent, and  event  to  the  other  fide  of  the  bay,  formed 
by  cape  Marechaux. 

When  you  are  between  thefe  two  points,  and 
nearly  in  the  middle  of  the  bay,  you  will  fee  at 
the  bottom,  a  reef  which  you  muft  double  to  the 
N.  N.  W.  and  on  leaving  it  on  the  (larboard  fide, 
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you  may  anchor  between  it  and  the  fhore  in  twelve 
and  fifteen  fathoms:  you  mud  keep  clofe  to  che 
fhore,  otherwife  you  will  have  a  great  depth  of 
water.  The  anchorage  for  large  fhips  is  to  the 
eaft  of  a  white  hillock,  in  the  bottom  of  the  bay, 
and  to  the  weft  of  the  great  reef. 

Cape  Marechaux  bears  N.  N.  E.  from  cape 
Jaquemel,  at  a  fmall  league  diltance. 

From  cape  Marechaux  the  coaft  bends  in  a  little 
to  the  northward,  then  rounds  out  again,  as  far 
as  cape  Morne-rouge  which  is  feen  at  a  diftance, 
and  is  known  by  its  white  hillocks. 

This  hill  bears  E.  ten  degrees  N.  from  the  cape 
Jaquemel,  diftant  nine  leagues  and  two-thirds. 

The  coafts  between  the  two  forms  different 
creeks,  where  fmall  veiTels  may  eaft  anchor,  but 
where  there  is  not  any  kind  of  fhelter  whatever. 

At  one  league  and  a  half  to  the  eaft  of  Morne- 
rouge,  is  Sale-trou  (Dirty  Hole)  where  there  is  a 
good  anchorage  for  fhips  drawing  as  far  as  fifteen 
feet  water  ;  the  largeft  vefTels  may  anchor  there, 
but  at  a  much  greater  diftance  from  the  fhore, 
where  the  bottom  is  not  fo  good. 
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From  Morne-rouge  the  coafl  bends  in  a  little  to 
the  northward,  then  out  again,  running  to  the  E. 
S.  E.  as  far  as  the  anfes  a  Pitres  (or  Pitres  creek) 
where  are  the  lait  French  fettloments  on  the  fouth 
fide  of  St.  Domingo. 

All  this  part  of  the  coafl;  is  very  Me;  you  may 
approach,  or  range  along  it,  without  any  thing  to 
fear. 

There  is  good  anchorage  at  the  anfes  a  Pitres, 
and  it  is  eafy  to  come  at.  You  need  not  be  afraid 
of  approaching  the  fhore,  there  being  a  great  depth 
of  water  at  the  diftance  of  two  miles  from  it ;  all 
this  more  is  white,  and  the  coafl;  appears  to  be 
chalky. 

You  may  anchor  either  before  the  plain  ofanfea 
a  Pitres,  or  to  the  fouthward  of  a  fmall  cape  before 
the  mouth  of  a  river,  which  is  confiderable  enough 
to  be  eafily  obferved. 

You  are  then  in  fmooth  water  and  well  fheltered 
— the  ground  is  good,  in  eight  or  fix  fathoms,  and 
farther  in  fhore  in  four  fathoms  water. 

From  the  anchorage  the  coafl:  begins  to  run  to 
the  fouthward  bending  in  one  league  to  the  eaft- 
ward,  to  form  the  creek  called  Sand  Fons  (or  Bot- 
tomlefs  creek;  and  runs  afterwards  S.  and  by  W.  as 
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far  as  the  Falfe  cape,  which  bears  S.  E.  one  quar- 
ter E.  of  Morne-rouge,  at  the  diftance  of  nine 
leagues,  and  E.  and  by  S.  from  cape  Jaquemel 
Seventeen  leagues  and  a  half. 

From  the  Falfe  cape  the  coaft  runs  E.  S.  E.  as 
far  as  cape  Mongon,  three  leagues  and  a  half ; 
then  runs  up  to  the  N.  £.  one  quarter  N.  and  N. 
N.  E.  to  form  the  great  bay  of  Neybe. 

To  the  fouthward  of  the  Falfe  cape,  at  a  league 
and  a  half  diftance,  is  a  fmall  ifland  called  the 
Frailes,  which  is  bold  and  fafe  ;  at  the  fame  dif- 
tance from  it  to  theS.  S.  E.  is  another  little  ifland 
called  Altavella,  equally  fafe  and  bold,  as  the 
Frailes.  One  league  to  the  eaft  of  this  laft  and 
to  the  fouth  of  cape  Mongon,  one  league  and  a 
half,  is  the  ifland  of  Beate  5  it  is  about  one  league 
from  north  to  fouth,  and  two  miles  from  eaft  to 
weft.  There  is  a  breaker  off  the  N.  and  by  E. 
part  of  it  that  runs  towards  cape  Mongon,  which 
has  a  fmall  white  ihoal  at  its  extremity,  which 
narrows  confiderably,  the  paifage  between  Beate 
and  the  more,  in  which  there  is  only  three  fathoms 
water. 

There  is  a  tolerable  good  anchorage  to  the  W. 
S,  W.  of  Beate ;  between  it  and  the  fhore  the  depth 
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of  water  is  from  eight  to  ten  fathoms,    grafsy 
bottom. 

Yoi  jie  .bottom  generally  round  all- 

thefe  little  iflands,  but  chete  is  a  great  depth  of 
water  near  the  more  of  St.  Domingo. 

This  part  of  the  coaft  which  projects  towards 
thefouthward,  from  thefea  more  to  cape  Mon^cn, 
as  far  as  three  leagues  to  the  north,  and  as  far  as 
the  fea  on  the  eafl  and  weft  fide,  is  a  platform  of 
white  and  hard  rocks  in  which  you  will  come  acrofs 
large  holes  and  chafms.  The  platform  is  raifed 
about  forty  feet  high,  and  you  will  never  fee  any 
thing  there  but  Raquette,  prickly  pears  or  other 
fhrubs. 

When  you  come  from  the  fouthward  or  east- 
ward, to  go  to  the  north  fide  of  St.  Domingo, 
you  will  fee  Mona,  and  Monique,  which  are  two 
fmall  iflands  fituatcd  in  the  paiTage,  between  Porto- 
Rico,  and  the  iiland  of  St.  Domingo;  they  are 
fafe,  and  you  may  go  within  Two  miles  of  them  ; 
you  may  even  anchor  to  leeward  of  Mona,  where 
there  isa  goodanchorage in feven and eightfathoms, 
fandy  and  weedy  bottom,  at  about  half  a  league 
from  the  fhore  ;  having  the  N.  W.  point  of  Mona 
N.  and  by  E.    about  two  miles  ;  the  S.    W.  point 
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where  there  is  a  fmall  reef  to  the  S.  E.  one  quar- 
ter E.  and  Monique  N.  and  by  W. 

You  pafs  to  the  weftward  of  Mona,  and  when 
you  have  brought  it  to  bear  E.  S.  E.  about  three 
or  four  leagues,  you  will  perceive  the  coaft  of  St. 
Domingo,  which,  in  all  this  S.  E.  point  is  very 
low ;  in  this  channel,  near  to  the  more,  the  cur- 
rent is  very  perceivable  and  fets  to  the  northward. 

The  point  of  St.  Domingo,  nearefl  to  Mona, 
is  cape  Espada,  which  is  a  low  point  furrounded 
with  a  reef,  and  white  ground  ;  this  cape  runs 
W.  N.  W.  from  Mona,  ten  or  eleven  leagues. 

From  cape  Espada,  the  coaft  runs  N.  and  byE* 
about  four  or  five  leagues,  as  far  as  cap  del  En- 
ganno,  which  is  a  fmall  point  low  and  flat,  off 
which  thereis  a  reef  to  the  N.  E.  as  far  as  two  miles. 

Being  abreaft  of  it  you  loofe  fight  of  the  iilands 
©f  Mona,  and  Monique. 

From  cap  del  Enganno  the  coafl:  runs  N.  W.  one 
quarter  W.  twelve  leagues  ;  this  coafl  is  low,  to 
within  about  three  leagues  to  the  fouthward  of  cape 
Raphael ;  then  it  begins  to  rife  a  little,  and  conti- 
nues to  get  higher,  as  far  as  the  cape  itfelf. 

Cape  Raphael  is  pretty  high,  and  appears  at  a. 
diftance   like  an  ifland  \  it  is  known  by  aground 
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mountain,  which  is  feen  inland,  and  which  has 
nearly  the  appearance  of  a  fugar  loaf. 

From  cape  Raphael  the  coafl  runs  W.  and  by 
N.  and  then  weft,  to  form  the  great  bay  of  Sama- 
na,  which  is  (hut  in  to  the  N.  W.  by  the  point  a 
Grapins,  which  is  two  leagues  S.  S.  W.  50  W.  of 
cape  Samana.. 

Cape  Samana  is  about  feven  leagues  to  the  north- 
well  one  quarter  weft,   of  cape  Raphael. 

You  may  anchor  in  the  north  part  of  Samana  bay, 
ranging  along  point  a  Grapins  at  one  quarter  of  a 
league  diftance  ;  you  leave  on  your  larboard  hand 
three  keys  covered  wich  wood,  and  when  you  have 
brought  the  mod  wefterly  to  bear  S.  S.  W.  you 
may  anchor  in  fifteen  fathoms  water,  good  ground, 
at  a  fhort  quarter  of  a  league  from  the  more,  and 
having  Baniiter  Key  to  the  W.  and  by  N.  about 
one  mile. 

In  the  fouth  part,  the  anchorage  is  very  diffi- 
cult, and  the  pafsage  very  narrow  ;  the  middle  of 
the  bay  is  fhut  in  by  fhoals  j  in  ranging  the  en- 
trance of  the  bay,  you  will  fee  the  bottom  all  a- 
long,  in  ten  and  feven  fathoms. 

In   coming   to   the  fouthward  of  cape  Espada, 

yon  will  fee  the  fmall  illand  of  Saona  ',  it  is  covered 

K  2 


72 


with  trees,  and  (unrounded  with  a  white  ground, 
or  fhoal  which  extends  near  two  miles  out  ;  it 
leaves  between  it  and  the  coaft  of  St.  Domingo, 
which  runs  wed  8°  north,  only  a  very  fhoal,  and 
narrow  paffage. 

The  coaft:  of  St.  Domingo  runs  again  a  little  to 
the  northward,  towards  the  ifland  of  St.  Cather- 
ine, diftant  from  that  of  Saona  about  eight  leagues. 

The  coaft  continues  to  run  towards  the  weft, 
fjme  degrees  north,  as  far  as  the  river  of  Santo 
Domingo,  which  is  thirteen  leagues  from  the  ifland 
of  St.  Catherine,  about  twenty-feven  leagues  from 
cape  Espada,  and  twenty  leagues,  from  the  point 
of  the  ifland  of  Saona. 

You  may  anchor  before  the  river  of  Santo  Do- 
mingo, pretty  clofe  to  the  fhore,  and  vefsels  not 
drawing  more  than  fourteen  feet  water,  may  go 
into  the  river.  Ycu  will  know  this  place,  the 
metropolis  of  the  Spanifn  part  of  St.  Domingo,  by 
a  larcre  fort,  built  on  the  ridit  hand  bank  of  the 
river  Ozama,  upon  which  the  city  is  fituated  ;  you 
will  alfo  perceive  a  large  favana  to  the  weftward  of 
the  fort,  which  forms  an  amphitheatre  of  a  mod 
agreeable  appearance. 

From  Santo  Domingo  the  coaft:  runs  W.  S.  W. 
fourteen  leagues,   as  far  as  the  point  des  Salines ; 
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then  it  runs  In  again  to  the  northward,  to  form 
the  bay  of  Neybe,  which  takes  this  name  from  that 
of  a  large  river,  whofe  mouth  is  in  the  bottom  of 
the  bay. 

From  this  river  the  coaft  runs  fouth,  to  form 
cape  Mongon  which  is  S.  W.  one  quarter  W.  of 
Santo  Domingo,  at  about  twenty-feven  leagues 
diftant. 

In  failing  from  Santo  Domingo  to  cape  la  Beate, 
it  will  be  necelfary  to  be  a  little  on  your  guard 
againfl:  the  currents  which  fet  to  the  eaftward  a- 
long  the  coaft,  and  run  up  again  weakly  to  the 
northward  at  the  entrance  of  the  bay  of  Neybe. 

I  have  entered  but  little  into  the  detail  of  the 
Spanifh  part,  as  it  was  out  of  my  power  to  explore 
it  myfelf  and  what  little  I  have  faid  has  been  en- 
tirely taken  from  what  information  I  could  glean 
from  the  journals  of  fome  Englifh  and  Spanifh  navi- 
gators which  appeared  to  me  to  have  merited  con- 
fidence. 

Of  the  Passages. 

We  can  only  reckon  on  four  principal  paffages. 
i.  The  mod  leeward  paffage   called  Crooked 

Ifland  paflage. 
2.  The  paffage  to  leeward  of  the  Caycos  Ifland 
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called  the  Caycos  paffage. 
3  The  Turks'  Ifland  pafTage,  which   is  to  the 

windward  of  the  Caycos. 
4.  The  pafTage  between  the  Silver  Keys  and  the 

Square  Handkerchief. 

i .    The  Crooked  Island  Passage. 


:* 


This  pafTage  is  the  longed,  and  the  moft  t 
leeward  ;  it  is  at  the  fame  time,  the  moft  coveni- 
cnt  for  fhips  coming  out  of  the  bay  of  Gonaives, 
or  from  the  fouthern  part  of  St.  Domingo,  and 
•alfo  for  thofe  which  are  bound  to  North  America. 

You  take  your  departure  moftly  from  cape  St. 
Nicholas. 

Being  two  leagues  out  from  this  cape,  it  will  be 
necefiary  to  look  out  for  the  weft  point  of  great 
Heneaga  ;  you  will  fleer  N.  and  by  W.  twenty- 
five  leagues,  which  will  bring  you  two  leagues  to 
th€  weft  ward  of  that  point. 

The  iiland  of  great  Heneaga,  like  all  thofe 
which  form  the  pafTages,  is  pretty  low,  and  inter- 
fperfed  with  fmall  hills,  which  at  a  diftance  have 
the  appearance  of  fmall  detached  iflands. 

You  will  fee  it  at  the  diftance  of  five  or  fix  leagues, 
in  clea*  weather,  but  you  need  not  be  afraid  to 
approach  it  within  half  a  league,    on  the  weft  fide. 
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You  may  anchor  in  a  fine  bay  or  creeJ^  wh.i,ch% 
you  leave  on  your  (larboard  fide  going  through  the 
piiiige  ;  drawing  near  to  the  fhore,  you  will  per- 
ceive a  white  ground  on  which  you  may  caft  an- 
chor, but  you  mufl:  always  look  well  to  the  bot- 
tom, and  choofe  a  good  place,  for  upon  all  white 
grounds  you  will  meet  with  rocks  which  fome- 
times  rife  to  a  confiderable  height. 

You  may  get  frefh  water  there  with  eafe  and 
facility,  and  in  a  fufficient  quantity  to  fupply  many 
veflels. 

Being  oppofite  to  the  mofl  wefterly  point  of 
great  Heneaga,  two  leagues  off,  you  mud  fleer 
N.  N.  W.  i  or  3°  weft,  twenty- five  leagues, 
by  fo  doing  you  will  make  V  Iftet-au-chateau 
(Caftle  Ifland)  which  you  may  approach  within 
two  miles,    and  nearer,  without  any  thing  to  fear. 

If  you  leave  the  ifland  of  Heneaga  at  night,  it 
would  be  better  on  account  the  Hogflies,  to  fteer 
N.  W.  one  quarter  N.  fixteen  or  feventeen  leagues, 
then  haul  up  again  and  fleer  N.  and  by  W. 
eight  leagues,  which  will  bring  you  one  league  to 
the  weftward  of  1'  Iflet-au-chateau  (Caflle  Ifland.; 

The  Hogflies  are  two  fmalliflands  of  fand,  very 
low,  furroundsd   on   the  eaft  fide,    with  a  white 
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fhoal  at  the  edge  of  which,  is  a  reef,   that  extends 
as  far  as  a  league  and  a  half. 

The  weft  fide  is  fafe,  and  you  may  anchor  there 
in  feven  and  five  fathoms,  fandy  bottom,  having 
one  of  the  little  illands  bearing  N.  N.  E.  and  the 
other  eaft. 

Thefe  fandy  illands  bear  N.  and  by  W.  thirteen 
leagues,  from  the  weft  point  of  Heneaga. 

To  the  weft  50  fouth  of  caftle  ifland,  at  three 
leagues  and  a  half  diftance  lies  the  Mira-por-vos. 
(look  to  yourfelves.) 

,  It  is  a  fand  bank,  fomething  refembKng  thofe 
called  the  Hogfties.  The  weft  fide  is  fafe,  and  af- 
fords an  anchorage,  but  it  is  an  indifferent  one; 
the  eaft  fide  is  bold ;  you  will  find  however  on  the 
fouth  eaft  fide  at  one  mile  diftance,  from  twenty 
to  twenty-five  fathoms,  coral  and  rocky  bottom. 

As  this  fand  bank  is  to  leeward,  you  avoid  fee* 
ing  it,  by  ranging  along  Caftle  Ifland ;  neverthe- 
lefs  if  you  are  under  the  neceffity  of  beating,  you 
need  not  be  afraid  of  approaching  it,  within  lefs 
than  half  a  league  ;  all  that  is  dangerous  is  covered 
with  breakers  and  the  white  ground  will  give  you 
notice  in  good  time. 

You  may  pafs  to  leeward  of  this  bank,  it  is 
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about  two  miles  in  extent  from  call  to  weft,  and 
nearly  two  leagues  from  north  to  fouth. 

Being  eaft  and  weft  of  Caftle  Ifland  you  will 
look  out  for  the  weft  point  of  V  He  de  la  Fortune 
(Fortune  Ifland;  fleering  north  or  N.  and  by  W. 
feven  leagues  and  a  half,  you  will  come  to  be  eaft 
and  weft  of  this  point,  one  league  and  a  half  dif- 
tant. 

You  continue  the  fame  courfe,  in  order  to  make 
the  weftern  extremity  of  Crooked  Ifland,  off  which 
is  a  fmall  ifland  called  V  Iflot  du  debouquement 
(or  Pafsage  Ifland.)  having  run  fix  leagues,  you 
will  be  one  league  and  a  half  weft  of  this  little 
ifland  fo  that  from  Caftle  Ifland  the  direct  courfe, 
is  north  50  weft  fourteen  leagues  to  come  to  the 
end  of  the  pafsage. 

You  may  confider  yourfelf  as  out  of  the  pafsage, 
being  come  to  this  point  neverthelefs,  with  the 
wind  at  N.  E.  and  E.  N.  E.  you  will  have  to  fear 
V  Ifle  de  Watling  ( Watling  Ifland)  the  S.  E.  point 
of  which  bears  from  1'  Iflot  du  debouquement 
(PafTage  Ifland)  north  40  weft  true  north,  at  the 
diftance  of  twenty-three  leagues. 

You  ought  therefore,  to  avoid  Watling  Ifland, 
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on  leaving  Paffage  Ifland,  to  (leer  as  much  to  the 
eaftward  as  the  winds  will  permit. 

If  you  have  the  wind  to  the  S.  E.  and  you  fleer 
your  courie  N.  E,  you  will  make  Samana,  fo  that 
keeping  the  wind,  after  you  are  out  cf  the  paflage, 
you  mud  not  ftter  more  to  the  eafhvard  than  N.  E. 
nor  lefs  than  N.  and  by  E.  50  north. 

The  iflands  of  Acklin,  of  Fortune  and  Crooked, 
are  united  together  by  a  white  ground  which  fur- 
rounds  them  entirely ;  this  white  ground  does 
not  extend  more  than  half  a  league  on  the  weft 
fide,  and  forms  in  the  bay  weft  of  the  ifland  of 
Acklin,  an  anchorage  where  the  water  is  very 
fmooth. 

Fortune  Ifland  does  not  offer  any  anchorage,  its 
N.  W.  fide  is  covered  with  a  reef,  on  which  are 
fome  rocks  under  water  on  the  outfide  of  the  white 
ground,  which  renders  it  dangerous   to  approach. 

Crooked  Ifland  has  a  tolerable  good  anchorage, 
near  Paflage  Ifland,  on  the  weft  fide. 

This  ifland  forms  with  Fortune  Ifland,  a  deep 
bay  of  four  leagues  deep,  at  the  bottom  of  which, 
you  will  find  an  anchorage,  near  five  (mall  iflands 
which  are  at  the  extremity  of  a  low  point  belong- 
ing to  Crooked  Ifland,  and  which  joins  the  north 
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eaft  end  of  Fortune  Ifland ;  you  may  let  go  your 
anchor  in  from  ten,  even  to  three  fathoms  water 
to  the  W.  N.  W.  of  thefe  iflands,  nearer  howe- 
ver to  Crooked  than  to  Fortune  Ifland  :  the  bot- 
tom is  tolerably  good. 

To  the  eafl:  of  the  low  point  of  Crooked  Ifland, 
a  (hort  did  ance  from  the  little  iflands  you  have  good 
frelh  water. 

Thefe  iflands  are  bordered  by  a  reef  on  the 
north  and  eafl:  fides  ;  they  are  low  with  little  hills, 
and  fome  trees  called  lataniers  and  bufhes,  which 
at  a  diflance  have  the  appearance  of  plantations  and 
groves  ;  the  profpect  of  them,  is  very  attractive,  A 
at  three  or  four  leagues  diftance,  but  on  a  nearer 
approach  you  perceive  nothing  but  prickly  pears, 
with  other  poor  fhrubs  and  weak  vines  creeping  on 
a  poor  foil  on  rock  and  coral. 

Crooked  Ifland  is  however  lefs  barren,  and  af- 
fords nourifhment  to  a  few  low  trees. 

Thefe  iflands  are  bold  to  the  eaft,  and  bordered 
with  reefs  ;  the  eaft  point  of  Crooked  Ifland  has  a 
reef  which  runs  out  half  a  leugue  to  the  eaft  ward  » 
and  the  point  of  Acklin  Ifland,  which  is  only  a- 
bout  two  miles  from  it,  has  aifo  a  reef  to  the  N.  E. 
which  runs  the  fame  diftance,  it  then  draws  near 
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again    to  the  fliore  :  the  S.  E.  part  of  the  ifland  is 
all  bold,  and  iron-bound. 

The  ifland  of  Samana,  is  long  from  eaft  to  weft, 
and  very  narrow,  from  fouth  to  north  ;  its  eaft 
point  lies  much  more  to  the  northward,  than  the 
weft  point. 

It  is  entirely  furrounded  with  a  white  fhoal,  bor- 
dered by  a  reef,  at  the  diftance  of  about  half  a 
league  ;  off  the  weft  point  the  reef  runs  nearly  a 
league  out. 

Under  the  weft  point  of  the  ifland  there  is  the 
extent  of  a  league  along  the  fliore,  without  any 
reef;  it  is  a  white  ground,  upon  which  you  may 
anchor  in  feven,  or  eight  fathoms,  but  extremely 
ciofe  to  the  fhore  ;  at  the  edge  of  the  white  ground 
you  cannot  find  any  bottom. 

To  the  eaft  of  the  ifland,  there  are  two  little 
iflands,  diftant  from  the  fliore  about  a  league  and 
a  half,  they  are  furrounded  with  white  (hoals  and 
reefs.  The  ifland  is  low,  and  offers  the  fame  ap- 
pearance as  all  the  others  do  in  this  paflage. 

Watling  Ifland  is  low,  and  furrounded  on  the 
eaft  and  fouth  fides  with  a  reef ;  the  fouth-eaft 
point,  has  a  fhoal  without  a  reef,  near  a  league 
and  a  half  out. 
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The  weft  frde  is  fafe,  and  offers  an  anchorage 
upon  the  white  grounds,  but  always  very  clofe  in 
to  the  land,  as  about  a  cables  length. 

The  north-weft  part  is  covered  by  two  or  three 
fmall  white  iflands,  encompafled  with  white  fhoals 
and  reefs,  which  extend  to  the  weft  half  a  league, 
and  comes  back  again  until  they  join  the  north-eafl 
point. 

You  need  not  fear  the  currents  in  this  paffage, 
when  you  have  a  frefh  breeze  ;  as  they  are  then 
fcarcely  perceivable :  it  is  only  in  calms  and  light 
winds,  that  they  may  perhaps  carry  you  to  the 
weftward,  but  flowly,  and  fo  feebly,  that  it  is  not 
worth  your  attention,  in  a  paffage  fo  fhort,  and 
which  is  almoft  always  made  with  a  large  wind. 

Neverthelefs  in  the  months  of  June,  July  and 
Auguft,  when  calms,  or  light  wefterly  winds  are 
common,  you  experience  currents  fetting  to  the 
weftward,  flrong  enough  to  alter  your  courfc ; 
this  effect,  which  exifts  only  in  this  paffage,  has  for 
its  particular  caufe,  its  vicinity  to  the  extenfive 
flats  which  form  the  channel  of  Bahama,  and 
thofe  of  the  iflands  of  Providence.  In  this 
feafon,  when  there  is  not  wind  fufficient  to  make 
you  go  two  knots  an  hour,  you  would  do  well 
to  reckon  the  force  of  the  current  at   about  one 
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quarter  of  a  mile  per  hour,  fettlng  to  the  weft- 
ward  ;  always  when  the  wind  is  ftrong  enough  to 
make  more  than  three  knots  an  hour,  you  need 
not  calculate  on  the  current  as  any  thing. 

2.  The  Cay  cos  Passage. 
This  pafsage  is  the  only  one  you  ought  to  take 
coming  from  the  cape,  when  the  winds  are  not 
fleady  from  the  E.  S.  E.  you  will  always  go  with 
a  large  wind,  which  is  a  great  advantage,  and  you 
will  keep  at  a  diflance  from  all  the  white  grounds 
to  the  S.  E.  of  the  Caycos,  which  it  is  cuflomary 
to  make  ;  this  method  of  coming  on  the  white 
grounds,  is  very  bad,  and  very  dangerous,  where- 
as there  is  no  rifk,  in  making  the  land  fome  leagues 
to  leeward  of  the  little  Cayco. 

It  will  be  neceffary  on  leaving  the  cape,  to  fleer 
a  N.  and  by  W.  courfe,  thirty-five  leagues,  and 
you  will  find  yourfelf  two  leagues  and  a  half 
to  the  S.  W.  of  the  little  Cayco ;  then  you  may 
haul  your  wind,  at  firfl:  as  far  as  north  only,  on 
Account  of  the  reefs  of  Sandy  Island,  which  lies 
to  the  northward  of  the  little  Cayco,  then  you 
may  fleer  N.  and  by  E. 

Having  run  five  or  fix  leagues  in  this  courfe, 
you  may  haul  up,  as  far  as  N.  E.  or  you 
may  go  fo  far  as  to  fleer  north,  without  any  fear ; 
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and  having  gone   ten  or  twelve  leagues  m  this 
courfe,  you  are  entirely  out  of  the  Paflage. 

If,  when  you  are  two  leagues  to  the  S.  W.  of 
the  little  Cayco,  the  winds  do  not  permit  you  to 
fleer  N.  and  by  E.  and  that  your  courfe  is  not  bet- 
ter than  north ;  when  after  having  run  thirteen 
leagues  without  getting  fight  of  the  ifland  of  Mo- 
gane  (Mayaguana)  the  bed  way,  if  night  comes 
on,  is  to  tack,  and  run  three  or  four  leagues  to 
the  S.  E.  then  tack  again  to  the  northward  ;  you 
will  pafs  three  or  four  leagues  to  windward  of  the 
breakers,  off  the  eafl  point  of  Mogane. 

If,  when  you  are  S.  W.  of  the  little  Cayco, 
two  or  three  leagues,  the  wind  mould  prove  too 
much  to  the  northward,  fo  as  to  prevent  your 
making  a  north  courfe,  you  mud  not  attempt  to 
go  to  v/indward  of  Mogane,  bat  go  look  out  for 
the  channel  between  it  and  les  Ifles  Plates  (the  flat 
Iflands.) 

For  that  purpofe  you  mud  fleer  N.  W.  5* 
north  ;  having  run  eighteen  leagues  you  will  be 
in  fight  of  Mogane,  the  weft  point  of  which  ought 
to  be  north  of  you  about  two  leagues  diftant ;  you 
do  not  run  any  rifk  in  approaching  this  point,  it  is 
fafe  ;  there  is  a  fmall  white  fhoal,  which  does  not 
run  more  than  a  mile  out,  and  on  which  you  will 
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find  three  fathoms  water  aim  oft  clofe  to  the 
fhore  ;  in  other  refpects  this  part  to  the  fouthward 
of  Mogane  is  deep  enough. 

When  you  have  doubled  this  weft  point,  having 
brought  it  to  bear  eaft,  you  will  hold  your  wind 
fo  as  to  make  a  north  courfe,  if  you  can. 

In  this  courfe  you  will  pafs  three  or  four  leagues 
to  windward  of  Samana  ;  but  if  your  courfe  is 
not  better  than  N.  and  by  W.  after  having  run 
twelve  or  thirteen  leagues,  and  fhould  the  night 
come  on  before  you  can  fee  Samana,  it  will  be  ne- 
ceftary  then  to  tack,  and  run  five  or  fix  leagues, 
then  tack  again  to  the  northward,  and  make  a 
good  N.  and  by  W.  courfe,  you  will  pafs  three 
leagues  to  windward  of  the  eaftern  breakers  of 
Samana. 

Being  two  leagues  from  the  weft  point  of  Mo- 
gane, and  the  wind  will  permit  you  to  make  only 
a  N.  N.  W.  courfe,  having  run  fix  leagues  on 
that  courfe,  you  will  fee  les  Ifles  Plates  (the  flat 
Iflands)  bearing  W.  N.  W.  two  leagues ;  then  ac- 
cording to  the  wind,  you  may  pafs  to  windward, 
or  to  leeward  of  thofe  iflands,  being  come  one 
league  and  a  half,  or  two  leagues  to  the  northward 
or  N.  W.  of  the  great  Flat  Ifland,  you  may  fteer 
N.  N.  W.  or  N.  W.  one  quarter  N.  without  any 
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thing  to  fear;  having  run  twelve  or  fifteen  leagues, 
you  may  keep  your  wind,  and  you  are  out  of  the 
Paflage. 

You  mud  not  go  more  to  the  northward,  than 
the  courfe  here  directed  on  account  of  the  ifland 
of  Samana,  whofe  breakers  off  the  weft  point 
bear  N.  N.  W.  of  the  mod  wefterly  of  the  flat 
Iflands. 

Les  Ifles  Plates  (the  flat  Iflands)  are  very  low, 
they  bear  N.  W.  one  quarter  N.  from  the  S.  W. 
point  of  Mogane,  at  the  diflance  of  eight  leagues 
and  three  quarters ;  you  may  range  pretty  clofe  to 
them,  the  white  bottom  which  furrounds  them  be- 
ing bold  on  the  eaft,  the  fouth  and  the  north  fides. 
To  the  N.  W.  of  the  largeft  of  the  two,  the  reef 
runs  out  a  little,  and  it  will  be  necelfary  to  give  a 
good  birth  to  this  point.  On  the  S.  W.  part  you 
may  anchor  on  the  white  bottom,  but  very  clofe  to 
the  fhore  -9  you  will  there  find  a  fmail  lagoon  of 
frefli  water,  which  is  only  fupplied  by  the  rains. 

To  leeward  of  the  little  Cayco,  lies  little  He- 
neaga  ;  this  illand  is  feldom  feen  by  navigators, 
whofe  only  wifti  is  to  crofs  as  quick  as  poflible  this 
clutter  of  iflands. 

Neverthelefs  you  may  fometimes  have  the  wind 
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N.  E.  in  rhe  mid-channel  between  the  little  Cayce 
and  the  coaft  of  St.  Domingo,  and  it  is  of  confe- 
quence  to  know  the  eaft  fide  of  great  and  little  He- 
neaga. 

Little  Heneaga  bears  weft  8°  fouth  from  the 
little  Cay  co,  diftant  nine  leagues;  this  ifland  is  very 
low,  and  altogether  very  much  like  thofe  defcribed 
above  :  It  leaves  a  very  deep  channel  of  one 
league  and  a  half,  between  it  and  the  north  part 
of  great  Heneaga.  The  two  fides  of  the  channel 
are  bold,  to  within  a  cables  length  of  the  fhore. 

You  can  approach  little  Heneaga  on  all  fides, 
even  within  one  mile  of  the  more. 

There  is  a  fmall  reef  off  the  S.  E.  point,  but 
it  does  not  extend  quite  a  mile  ;  on  the  fouth  fide, 
there  are  white  grounds  bordered  with  reefs,  at  the 
foot  of  which  you  will  not  find  bottom  at  forty  fa- 
thoms. 

If  you  are  obliged  by  the  winds  to  pafs  near  to 
little  Heneaga,  and  that  you  fhould  find  yourfelf 
one  or  two  leagues  to  the  N.  E.  of  the  eaft  point, 
you  ought  to  fleer  N.  N.  W.  fifteen  leagues,  to 
come  two  leagues  fouth  of  the  weft  point  of  Mo- 
gane  ;  from  whence  you  will  follow  the  paffage 
above  defcribed. 

The  eaft  coaft  of  the  great  Heneaga  is  border- 
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ed  with  a  reef  near  to  the  land  ;  it  runs  N.  N.  E. 
and  S.  S.  W.  fix  leagues,  then  it  comes  W.  and  by 
S  nine  leagues,  to  join  the  point  called  des  Paille- 
en-Culs,  off  which  is  a  reef  that  runs  near  two 
miles  out. 

Leaving  the  Cape  you  generally  find  the  wind 
at  S.  E.  or  E.  S.  E.  and  near  to  thefhore  the  cur- 
rents run  to  windward,  thefe  are  two  powerful 
inducements  to  engage  you  to  keepN.  E.  or  N.  N. 
E.  that  you  may  make  Turks  Iflands :  but  about 
ten  or  eleven  o'clock  in  the  morning  the  wind 
comes  round  to  the  north,  fometimes  as  far  as  the 
N.  E.  being  then  five  or  fix  leagues  from  the 
coaft,  and  the  current  no  longer  felt,  you  muft 
neceflarily  make  the  white  grounds  to  the  fouth" 
ward  of  the  Caycos ;  fo  many  (hips  are  loft  there, 
merely  by  the  defire  of  gaining  twenty  leagues  to 
windward,  which  is  an  object  of  very  little  confe" 
quence,  comparatively  fpeaking,  in  a  voyage  of 
fifteen  hundred  leagues,   and  at  an  evident  rifk. 

It  is  thefe  confiderations  which  induce  me  to  re- 
commend to  navigators  to  determine,  the  moment 
they  fet  fail  from  the  cape,  to  fleer  at  once  for  the 
little  Cayco,  asl  have  already  mentioned. 

M    2 
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.£  'Turks  Island  Passage* 

This  paflfage  is  very  fhort  and  very  fair,  but  you 
cannot  always  make  it  dire&ly  on  leaving  the  cape, 
you  ought  to  fleer  your  courfe,  N.  E.  one  quar- 
ter N.  and  the  winds  often  will  not  permit  you  to 
run  fo  much  to  the  eaftward. 

To  make  this  paffage  with  any  degree  of  cer- 
tainty, it  will  be  neceffary  on  leaving  the  cape,  to 
take  advantage  of  the  land  breeze,  to  get  well  to 
windward  and  continue  to  fleer  to  the  northward 
a  fufficient  time  fo  as  on  the  other  tack  to  have  a 
good  fight  of  the  coafl  ©f  St.  Domingo  before 
night;  you  will  then  mod  commonly  have  the 
Grange  to  the  S.  E.  or  S,  S.  E.  diflant  about  three 
leagues ;  if  your  fhip  fails  well,  and  that  you  have 
a  frefh  breeze,  you  may  bring  the  Grange  to  bear 
fouth  ;  then  making  a  N.  N.  E.  courfe  twenty-five 
leagues,  you  will  fee  Sand  Key,  the  mofl  fouther- 

ly  of  the  Turks  Iflands. 

j 
You  muft  endeavour  to  make  thisifland,  never- 

thelefs,  if  when  you  are  as  high  as  the  Grange5 
you  fhould  not  be  able  to  make  a  N.  N.  E.  courfe, 
it  will  not  be  neceffary  on  that  account  to  tack  ; 
but  run  on  the  fame  courfe,  for  eighteen  or  nine- 
teen leagues  to  windward  ;  if  your  courfe  has  not 
been  better  than  N.  and  by  E.  or  north,  you  muft 
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not  pafs  the  latitude  of   21  °  fo  as  to  avoid  falling 
in  with  the  bank  of  the  Caycos. 

When  you  approach  near  to  the  latitude  of  2 1° 
if  in  the  night  you  mull  frequently  try  for  found- 
ings, and  if  you  find  ground  it  will  be  neceflary 
immediately  to  tack  about,  and  ftand  to  the  fouth- 
ward  ;  in  the  morning  you  may  again  tack,  if  you 
find  it  neceflary,  to  fetch  to  windward  of  the  white 
mo  ah. 

You  may  alfo  tack  when  you  are  in  the  latitude 
of  2-i Q  but  in  all  cafes  you  mull  not  go  beyond 
that  latitude,  during  the  night. 

The  white  grounds  in  this  part  are  very  eafily 
fecn  ;  you  will  find  generally  from  feven  to  fou-r- 
feen  fathoms  on  them  ;  from  the  fouth  edge,  you 
may  run  in  a  league,  and  even  one  league  and  a 
half,  without  finding  lefs  than  feven  fathoms  ;  far- 
ther on  there  are  rocks  which  rife,  with  not  more 
than  three  fathoms  water. 

During  the  day  time  you  may  ftand  on  to  the 
northward*  and  if  you  do  not  perceive  the  white 
grounds,  in  keeping  the  wind,  foon  after  you  will 
fee  the  little  iflands  fouth  of  the  Caycos,  or  Sand 
Key,  if  you  are  farther  to  windward. 

You  mufl  take  care  not  to  run  the  ri(k  of  going 
to  leeward  of  the  white  grounds,  or  meals,  which 
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extend  to  the  fouth  of  the  fmall  Tandy  ifland  which 
is  entirely  covered  at  high  water,  and  very  difficult 
to  be  feen  ;  your  lead  even  cannot  give  you  warn- 
ing, as  you  fall  fuddenly  into  three  fathoms  water. 

As  foon  as  you  have  got  fight  of  Sand  Key,  you 
will  fleer  N.  and  by  E.  and  N.  N.  E.  and  when 
from  the  bearing  of  Sand  Key  to  the  eafl,  two, 
three  or  four  leagues  off,  you  will  have  failed  eight 
or  ten  leagues,  you  are  entirely  out  of  the  pafTage. 

To  the  S.  W.  of  Sand  Key,  there  is  a  white 
fhoal  which  runs  out  a  league  and  a  quarter,  but 
on  which  you  will  find  from  feven  to  nine  fathoms 
water,  within  one  mile  of  the  fhore. 

In  this  pafTage  you  muft  keep  clofe  to  the  Turks 
Ifland  fide,  in  order  to  avoid  a  reef  called  BafTe- 
Saint-Philippe  (St.  Philip's  Shoalj  which  is  off 
the  north  eaft  point  of  the  Caycos. 

4.    The  Caycos. 

The  Caycos  are  a  clufter  of  large  and  fmalj 
iflands  which  enciofe  a  white  fhoal  in  fome  places 
very  (hallow,   and  in  others  there  is  a  confiderable 

depth  of  water. 

There  are  four  principle  iflands ;  viz.  The  great 
Cayco,  the  north  Cayco,  the  north-weft  Cayco, 
or  Providenciers  Ifland  and  the  little  Cayco ;  they 
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form  a  femi- circle  from  the  eaft  to  the  weft 
coming  by  the  north  ;  they  are  terminated  on  the 
fouth  part  by  a  great  bank,  on  which  you  will  find 
from  fifteen  to  three  feet  water. 

The  north  part  of  thefe  iflands  is  furrounded 
with  a  white  fhoal,  which  is  bordered  by  a  reef, 
which  does  not  extend  more  than  half  a  league 
from  the  fhore  ;  in  the  N.  E.  part  the  white  fhoal 
runs  out  in  a  point  a  whole  league  ;  at  its  extremi- 
ty is  a  reef  called  BafTe-Saint-Philippe  (St.  Philip's 
fhoal)  where  the  fea  breaks  with  violence ;  at  a 
cables  length  to  the  eaft  and  to  the  north  of  this 
reef,  you  will  not  find  lefs  than  feven  fathoms. 

To  the  fouth  of  this  breaker  the  white  ground 
runs  to  the  fouthward,  and  approaches  infenfibly 
towards  the  fhore,  there  is  not  lefs  than  from  four 
to  fix  fathoms  between  the  reef  and  the  fhore  of  the 
great  Cayco,  which  forms  a  fure  paffage  in  a  cafe 
of  urgency. 

The  eaft  coaft  of  the  great  Cayco,  and  the  weft 
coaft  of  the  little,  are  fafe  and  bold,  within  lefs 
than  half  a  league  of  the  fhore. 

From  the  beginning  of  the  fouth  point  of  the 
little  Cayco  ;  there  extends  a  chain  of  breakers  to 
the  eaft,  to  the  diftance  of  three  leagues  ;  after 
which  this  chain  of  breakers  decreafcs  towards  the 
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fouth,  to  joto  a  fmali  fandy  ifland  which  is  low, 
and  covered  with  fome  buflies ;  it  is  called  Caye- 
Francoife,  (French  Key)  it  bears  from  the  fouth 
point  of  the  little  Cayco,  five  leagues  to  the  E. 
S.  E. 

The  reefs  from  the  French  Key,  run  to  the 
fouth  ward,  three  leagues  and  a  half,  as  far  as  a 
fmall  fandy  ifland  of  not  more  than  twenty  paces  in 
extent,  and  entirely  covered  at  the  time  of  high 
water. 

All  this  part  of  the  reef  is  bold,  and  as  the  fea 
breaks  pretty  ftrong  upon  it  you  have  warning  in 
time  ;  but  fouth  of  the  little  fandy  ifland,  there 
are  no  breakers  and  you  cannot  have  any  notice  of 
the  edge  of  the  bank,  but  by  the  change  in  the 
colour  of  the  water. 

From  this  little  fandy  ifland,  the  bank  runs  a 
fhort  league  to  the  fouthward,  then  to  the  S,  E. 
three  leagues,  when  it  bends  in  a  little  to  theN.  E. 
then  to  the  S.  S.  E.  two  leagues,  until  oppofite 
to  the  little  fouthern  iflands  which  you  will  fee  a- 
bout  one  league  within  the  white  bottom ;  thefe 
little  iflands  are  in  the  latitude  210  10  min. 

From  the  fandy  ifland,  as  far  as  abreafl  of  the 
fouthern  iflands  the  bank  is  very  dangerous.  You 
cannot   fee  any  land,  and  you  pafs  fuddenly  from 
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no  foundings  into  three,  and  two  fathoms  water  ; 
the  colour  of  the  water  is  the  only  thing  that  can 
make  you  perceive  the  danger  that  you  run,  and 
this  fame  is  not  always  very  certain:  being  accuf- 
tomed  to  fee  on  the  water  the  fhadow  of  clouds, 
which  gives  fometimes  the  appearance  of  a  fhoa[ 
that  occafions  a  fecurity  and  a  confidence  too  often 
fatal  to  navigators.  No  motive  fliould  induce  you 
to  approach  this  part  of  the  bank,  but  rather,  for 
fecurity's  fake,  to  keep  at  a  diftance  from  it. 

If,  after  having  been  tacking  about  here  for  fe- 
veral  days,  without  feeing  any  land  the  fafeft  way 
is  never  to  pafs  in  the  night  beyond  the  latitude 
2i°  but  to  wait  for  day-light ;  if  you  mould  per- 
ceive a  change  in  the  colour  of  the  water,  which 
mould  announce  white  grounds,  and  that  you  can 
neither  fee  breakers  nor  land,  you  may  be  certain 
you  are  in  the  weftern  part,  and  you  may  imme- 
diately (leer  N.  W.  and  N.  W.  one  quarter  W*  to 
look  out  for  the  little  Cayco,  and  go  through  the 
pafiage  to  leeward  of  thefe  iflands. 

If  you  mould  fee  the  fouthern  iflands  bearing 
north,  or  N.  W.  you  may  enter  upon  the  white 
grounds  in,  from  feven  to  twelve  fathoms,  then 
make  one  tack  or  two  tb  get  to  windward,  and  go 
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through  the  Turks  Ifland  channel,  to  windward  of 
the  Cay  cos. 

From  the  moment  that  you  can  perceive  the 
foutheru  iflands,  the  bank  is  no  longer  dangerous, 
and  you  may  go  on  the  bottom  as  far  as  a  league 
and  a  half  to  the  fouth  and  S.  W.  of  thefe  iflands ; 
you  will  not  find  lefs  than  feven  fathoms  and  al- 
ways from  nine  to  eleven  fathoms  water. 

From  the  moft  weflerly  of  the  fouthern  iflands, 
which  is  one  league  within  the  bank  to  the  moft 
eafterly,  the  bank  runs  firft  to  the  fouthward  three 
leagues,  then  to  the  eaft  feven  leagues,  afterwards 
to  the  north  two  leagues  and  then  round,  in  com" 
ing  to  the  N.  W.  three  leagues,  to  join  a  large 
ifland  which  is  not  more  than  two  miles  from  the 
edge  of  the  bank. 

The  channel  between  the  Caycos  Iflands,  and 
Turks  Ifland  is  fix  leagues  acrofs  in  the  narroweft 
part,  it  is  good,  and  without  any  danger  :  you 
may  approach  the  eaft  fide  cf  the  little  iflands  and 
the  Cayco,  without  any  thing  to  fear,  even  within 
half  a  league.. 

You  may  beat  with  fafety  through  this  channel 
in  which  you  will  fcarcely  perceive  any  current  if 
you  do  not  come  nearer  than  one  league  and  a  half 
*>f  the  fhore. 
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You  will  find  on  the  white  ground  near  the  fouth 
point  of  the  great  Cayco,  an  anchorage,  which 
may  ferve  as  a  retreat  for  mips,  drawing  as  far  as 
fifteen  or  fixteen  feet  water  :  there  is  to  the  weft  of 
this  fame  point  a  lagoon  which  furnifhes  frefh 
water. 

The  beft  anchorage  for  fmall  veflels,  is  that 
which  you  will  find  weft:  of  the  north  Cayco,  near 
the  fmall  ifland  of  pines,  in  the  large  inlet,  which 
that  ifland  makes  with  the  Cayco  des  Providenciers ; 
within  the  reefs  which  border  that  coaft,  you  will 
find  T  anfe  a  Teau,  (water  cove)  where  you  anchor 
in  three  fathoms,  upon  a  white  bottom. 

You  will  there  find  good  water,  and  it  is  in  this 
place  that  the  Providenciers  are  fupplied. 

You  will  difcover  the  entrance  of  the  bay,  by  run- 
ning along  the  reefs,  from  the  bending  in  of  the 
coaft,  after  paffing  the  weft  point  of  the  Three 
Maries,    or  Booby  Rocks. 

When  you  perceive  a  great  extent  of  white 
ground  within  the  reefs,  you  muft  put  about,  and 
fend  your  boat  to  anchor  at  the  entrance  of  the 
channel  left  by  the  reefs,  then  look  out  for  the  an- 
chorage making  ufe  of  your  lead,  without  any 
lhing   to  fear  coming  near  the  reef,  or  breakers. 

N  2 


96 


Once  you  are  within  the  reef,  you  may  let  go  your 
anchor  in  three  fathoms.  You  may  go  farther  in, 
by  towing  or  turning  with  caution.  The  entrance 
of  the  pafTage  is  not  more  than  half  a  league,  or 
two  thrids  of  a  league  from  the  more. 

W.  and  by  S.  of  the  point  of  the  Three  Maries, 
or  Booby  Rocks,  is  the  N.  W.  point  of  the  caye 
des  Providenciers  (or  Providenciers  Key.)  The 
reef  terminates  at  this  point,  which  you  may  range 
along  on  the  weft  part  within  a  quarter  of  a  league. 

You  may  anchor  off  this  coaft,  in  eight  or  ten 
fathoms  water,  but  it  will  be  neceflary  to  range 
the  more  pretty  clofe  to  be  on  the  white  grounds, 
an4  to  raife  to  the  S.  W.  a  fteep  hill  which  you 
will  diftinguifh  one  quarter  of  a  league  inland  ;  then 
you  will  fee  the  fhoals  recede  a  little  from  the  fhore, 
and  leave  a  greater  fpace,  for  turning  of  the  fhip* 

At  one  league  and  one  third  to  the  fouthward  of 
the  N.  W.  point,  you  will  find  a  reef,  which 
leaving  the  coaft,  extends  to  the  S.  W.  one  quar- 
ter W.  two  leagues  and  one  quarter ;  this  reef  is 
terminated  by  a  fmall  fandy  ifland,  almoft  under 
water  which  bears  S.  W.  of  the  N»  W.  point  of 
Providenciers  Key,  at  the  diftance  of  three  leagues. 

From  the  little  fandy  ifland  the  reef  runs  in  to 
the  eaftward,    forming  a  bend  to  join  the  north 
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point  of  the  little  Cayco,  which  is  furrounded  with 
white  (hoals. 

The  little  Cayco  bears  S.  W.  one  quarter  S. 
from  the  N.  W.  point  of  Providenciers  Key,  it  is 
pretty  high,  and  of  a  white  colour :  you  may  range 
along  the  N.  W.  part  until  you  come  to  the  edge 
of  the  white  grounds.  The  weft  part  is  very  bold 
as  far  as  the  fouth  point,  where  you  may  anchor  on 
the  white  bottom  in  live  and  feven  fathoms. 

The   Turks  Islands. 

There  are  three  principal  ones,  la  Grande  Saline, 
la  Petit  Saline  thefe  two  are  called  by  mariners  the 
great  and  little  Turk,  and  Sand  Key  :  it  is  this  laft 
which  you  come  down  upon  to  go  through  the 
pafTage. 

Thefe  iflands  are  bold  on  the  weft  fide,  and  you 
may  range  very  near  them  ;  there  is  a  white  fhoal, 
fpread  over  with  rocks,  which  extends  a  quarter  of 
a  mile  from  the  fhorc. 

You  may  anchor  at  two  places  off  the  Grande 
Saline,  the  one  towards  the  middle  of  the  ifland 
oppofite  fome  huts,  and  the  other  off  the  fouth 
part  of  the  ifland  :  thefe  two  anchoring  places  are 
neither  of  them  very  good.  You  mud  let  go  your 
anchor,  as  foon  as  you  are  on  the  white  grounds, 
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and  watch  carefully  to  avoid  the  rocks  which  rife 
fo  as  to  leave  not  more  than  eight  or  ten  feet  wa- 
ter :  if  you  let  go  your  anchor  on  the  edge  of  the 
white  grounds,  and  near  half  a  cables  length  you 
will  be  off  the  bottom.  In  the  fouth  part  of  the 
Grande  Saline,  the  anchorage  is  of  greater  extent, 
and  you  will  find  on  the  point  near  which  you  an- 
chor, a  lagoon  of  frefh  water,  which  is  good  for 
the  ufe  of  cattle. 

Sand  Key,  which  is  commonly  made,  has  a 
white  bottom  extending,  as  far  as  a  league  and  a 
quarter  to  the  S.  W.  on  which  you  will  find  ten 
and  fifteen  fathoms,  it  decreafes  gradually  down 
to  five  fathoms  at  about  one  quarter  of  a  league 
from  the  fhore. 

Eaft  of  thefe  iflands  there  are  feveral  fmall  iflands 
which  are  joined  in  that  place  by  white  fhoals,  on 
which  there  is  very  little  water  ;  thefe  fmall  iflands 
a?e  deep  on  the  eaft  fide,  and  furrounded  with  a 
white  ground,  which  extends  to  the  S.  W.  and 
comes  to  join  that  to  the  fouth  of  Sand  Key. 

The  Square  Handkerchief. 

This  fhoal  is  verv  dang-erous,  and  of  a  much 
greater  extent  than  has  hitherto  been  given  it;  it 
bears  S.  E.  one  quarter  E.  true  north  of  Sand  Key, 
diftant  feven  leagues. 
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Upon  the  edge  of  the  white  ground  to  the  W.  S. 
W.  of  the  Square  Handkerchief  as  far  as  the  S.  W. 
you  will  find  from  eleven  to  fourteen  fathoms. 

On  the  north  weft:  edge,  there  is  a  Key,  upon 
which  there  is  not  more  than  eight  or  ten  feet  water. 

From  this  fhoal  the  bottom  extends  to  the  E.  & 
by  N.  feven  leagues  and  a  half,  to  a  flat,  where 
the  fea  breaks  with  violence :  it  is  natural  to  fup- 
pofe  that  all  this  part  is  rugged  and  fpread  over 
with  keys  under  the  water,  which  render  the  ap- 
proach to  it  very  dangerous. 

On  the  fouth  and  fouth-wefl  parts  the  white 
grounds  give  warning,  you  will  find  from  ten  to 
fifteen  fathoms ;  but  as  foon  as  you  fee  the  bottom, 
the  beft  way  is  to  bear  up,  and  pais  to  leeward  un- 
lefs  being  on  the  eaftern  edge  you  do  not  perceive 
the  end  of  the  white  grounds,  and  that  you  can 
weather  them,  after  having  made  one  tack. 

Having  entered,  the  third  day  of  June  1785,  at 
fix  o'clock  in  the  morninr,  upon  the  white  grounds 
of  the  Square  Handkerchief,  on  the  S.  W.  edge, 
we  found  from  eleven  to  fourteen  fathoms  fmooth 
coral  bottom,  running  a  little  clofer,  fleering  N. 
N.  E.  at  fifty  minutes  after  feven  o'clock,  founded 
in  fourteen  fathoms,  we  perceived  a-hcad  of  the  (hip 
a  little  to  windward,  a  bottom  nearer  the  fur-face  J 


'o 


u         RY 

^  Founded  1813 


we  bore  up  to  it  immediately,  but  It  was  not  poffi- 
ble  to  avoid  the  key.  and  the  veffel  run  aground 
in  nine  feet  water.  This  event  may  ierve  to  fhew 
how  very  dangerous  it  would  be,  to  run  on  thefe 
grounds ;  coming  off  this  key,  almoft  on  the  north- 
weft  edge  of  it,  we  could  not  get  bottom  with  the 
lead  at  forty  fathoms.  This  key  is  fituated  in  the 
latitude  of  200  59'  40"  and  in  730  i87  of  longitude. 

The   Silver  Key. 

This  fhoal  is  more  extenfive  than  the  Square 
Handkerchief ;  the  moft  foutherly  point  is  in  the 
latitude  200  .13'  and  the  moft  northerly  part  in  200 
32';  it  is  a  very  white  ground  in  many  places,  efpe- 
ciallyin  the  north  part,  and  very  brown,  particu- 
larly in  the  fouth,  or  fouth-eaft  parts. 

The  north  andN.  N.  W.  parts  have  fome  keys, 
where  there  is  not  more  than  eight  or  nine  feet 
water,  and  perhaps  lefs  ;  but  it  appears  that  thefe 
keys,  are  not  in  this  part  exactly  on  the  edge.  Ac- 
cording to  the  report  of  the  captain  of  a  Merchant- 
man, commanding  a  fchooner  drawing  nine  feet 
water,  he  found  himfelf  afhore  on  the  Silver  Key 
coming  down,  after  having  run  near  a  mile  fouth- 
weft,   upon  very  white  grounds. 

The  eaft  edge9  or  rather  the  N.  E.  is  very  dan- 
gerous, there  are   three  keys  there,  upon  which 
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there  is  not  more  than  ten  or  twelve  feet  water, 
within  about  a  cables  length  of  the  edge. 

The  eaft  part  of  the  Silver  Key  has  been  ex- 
plored  and  founded  in  1753,  by  Mons.  le  Comte 
de  Keruforet,  who  commanded  the  frigate  V  Erne- 
raude  ;  in  following  the  details  of  his  route,  and 
remarking  the  longitudes,  which  at  prefent  are  ve- 
ry well  known  ;  with  his  courfes,  foundings,  bear 
ings,  and  the  latitudes,  which  he  has  fo  juftly  fix- 
ed, there  appears  fuch  a  perfect  coincidence  in  the 
whole,  as  to  leave  the  mind  perfectly  fatisfied 
with  refpect  to  the  fituation  of  the  eaftern  part  of 
this  more. 

The  weftern  fide  is  fafe  ;  there  is  a  great  depth 
of  water,  but  about  a  league  and  a  half  to  the  eaft- 
ward,  the  water  begins  to  fhoal,  till  in  the  N.  E. 
you  perceive  fome  very  confiderable  flats. 

It  would  be  advifable  in  general,  to  avoid  thofe 
fhoal s,  as  the  water  in  feveral  places  falls  fuddenly 
from  fourteen  fathoms  to  ten  feet.  But  if  you 
have  unguardedly  entered  on  thefe  fhoals,  your 
bed  method  would  be  to  return  by  the  fame  way  in 
which  you  entered,  and  to  make  your  way  after- 
wards by  coafting  them. 

If  obliged  by  any  circumftance  to  take  the  paff- 
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age  between  the  Silver  Key  and  the  Square  Hand, 
kerchief,  you  muft,  on  leaving  the  cape,  fleer  N. 
E.  one  quarter  E.  and  E.  N.  E«, 

If  the  winds  allow  you  to  make  this  courfe,  you 
muft  keep  the  mid-channel;  but  if  obliged  to  tack, 
and  you  would  avoid  the  coaft  of  St.  Domingo, 
you  mud  not,  when  you  think  you  have  got  to  the 
longitude  of  72°  40'  go  farther  north,  without 
frequently  founding,  than  200  25' ^  but  if  you 
reach  200  35'  without  foundings,  you  have  nothing 
farther  to  fear  from  the  Silver  Key  ;  and  have  on- 
ly to  avoid  the  Square  Handkerchief,  which  is  not 
dangerous  to  the  fouthward,  the  fhoals  giving  you 
warning  in  ten  and  fifteen  fathoms.  Continue 
fleering  eaft,  and  when  in  latitude  210  5'  you  are 
clear  of  the  paffage. 

The  Silver  Key  is  about  eleven  leagues  from 
caft  to  weft,  and  feven  from  fouth  to  north,  in  its 
greateft  extent  j  its  moft  wefterly  point  is  due  weft 
of  the  old  cape. 

The  Square  Handkerchief  and  the  Silver  Keys  lie 
S.  E.  and  N.  W.  the  paffage  between  thefe  two 
fhoals  is  very  fafe,  and  fourteen  leagues  in  width. 

The  currents  on  the  edge  of  thefe  fhoals  are  very 
weak,  and  generally  follow  the  direction  of  the 
ihores. 
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Upon  the  Square  Handkerchief  they  are  fcarceJy 
perceivable,  on  the  S.  E.  fide  of  the  Silver  Keys 
they  are  more  forcible,  running  to  the  weft  and  N. 
W.  but  at  a  fhort  league  from  the  fhoals  they  are 
entirely  loft. 

In  general,  in  the  direction  of  your  rout,  you 
fhould  pay  no  attention  to  the  currents  in  thefe 
paflages,  as  they  are  no  ways  dangerous. 
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PLAN 

Of  the  (liferent  operations,  on  which  the  chart  of  Go- 
naives  has  been  executed,  with  some  remarks  upon 
the  navigation  round  the  island,  and  on  the  south 
passage, 

THE  lofs  of  fo  many  veffels  belonging  to 
the  king,  and  of  merchants  concerned  in  the 
commerce  of  St.  Domingo,  upon  the  reefs  of 
Gonaives,  and  the  damages  fuftained  by  many  o- 
thers,  have  rendered  it?  for  fome  time,  an  object 
of  the  greateft  moment,  to  have  the  coafts  of  the 
ifland  and  the  reefs,  by  which  it  is  furrounded,  nar- 
rowly explored. 

The  Count  de  Luzem,  governor  general  of  the 
windward  illands,  thought  proper,  in  the  year  1787, 
to  appoint  one  to  the  execution  of  this  object, 
which  was  corroborated  by  the  expofition  I  had 
made  of  the  fouthern  parts  of  St.  Domingo,  and 
the  geographical  detail  I  had  juft  accomplifhed  of 
the  N.  E.  parts  of  the  ifland  of  Newfoundland. 

The  chief  object  of  this  miflion,  was  to  afcertain 
the  circuit  of  Gonaives,  and  the  reefs  which  ren- 
der its  approaches  fo  dangerous  ;  for  as  well  as  to 
form  a  conjunction  between  this  ifland  and  the  land, 
by  determining  geometrically,  the  diftance  of  the 
different  points  of  Gonaive  and  their  relative  fitua- 
tion  and  bearings,  with  other  afcertained  points  of 
St.  Domingo. 

In  confequence  of  this  order,  I  have  by  various 
operations  and  trigonomical  calculations,  determi- 
ned the  ntuation  of  the  point  de  Marc,  and  the 
magazine  de  Montrioui,  as  being  the  two  extremi- 
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ties  of  a  bafe  of  3 1 50  toifes ;  meaiared  by  water, 
between  the  N.  E.  point  of  the  ifland  of  Gonaives 
and  the  finall  iflands  of  St.  Marc,  with  every  pre- 
caution to  afcertain  its  exactitude  ;  I  have  alio  de- 
termined the  relativepofitions  of  the  harbour  of  petit 
Gonave,  of  the  Tapion  and  of  Miragoane,  calculat- 
ing upon  two  points  in  the  fouth  of  Gonaives,  the 
point  Fantafque  and  the  point  Chevai  de  Roch, 
whofe  diftance  has  been  calculated  to  be  9695  toifes, 
by  a  bafe  meafuring  2493  t0^es« 

It  is  by  fimilar  operations  that  I  have  afcertained 
the  extent  of  Gonaives,  and  of  the  reefs  by  which 
it  is  in  fome  meafure  guarded.  The  expofition  of 
this  ifland  and  the  bendings  of  its  coafts  and  reefs 
have  been  afcertained  upon  my  remarks  and  opera- 
tions ;  thofe  of  the  coaft  of  St.  Domingo  are  taken 
from  a  work  entitled  "The  Coafter,,,  by  Count 
d'Eftaing,  fubmitted  to  the  review  of  Count  de 
Chaftinet  de  Puyfegur. 

It  refults  from  the  operation  of  my  triangles,  that 
the  ifland  is,  in  its  greateft  length,  32  geographi- 
cal miles,  and  in  its  greateft  width  from  7  to  8. 

Annexed  are  the  angles  at  the  extremity  of  the 
bafes,  which  form  the  junction  of  Gonaive  to  the 
ifland  of  St.  Domingo,  with  the  rclcnsemcm  cor- 
rected by  the  variation. 

IN  THE  SOUTH  PART. 

At  the  point  of  Chevai  de  Roche. 

Between  Fantafque  Point  and   the  middle  of  the 
Tapion  of  petit  Gonaive.         -        -       42°    1^' 
Between  do.  and  hi  pointe  Anioine.  49°  40' 
Between  do.  and  Miragoane.       -     840    10' 
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Jft  point    Fantasque. 

Between  the  point  Cheval  de  Roche,  and  the 
middle  of  theTapion  of  petit  ^    :o8°   20' 

Between  do.  and  point  Antoiric.  08 °  00' 
Betvveen  do.  and  Miragoane.  -  6  ;.°  32' 
The  middle  of  the  Tapion  at  the    -    south. 

IN  THE  NORTH  EAST. 

At  point  a  Galet. 

Between  iflet  la  Mare  &  St,  Marc's 

point.  -         -         -         -         730  59' 

Between  do.  and  magazine  de  Mon- 

troui.         -         -  -         -         1 1 8°   24' 

The  point  of  St.   Marc  at    the  N.       6°  20'  E. 

At  the  islet  a  la   Mare. 

Between  point  a  Galet  &  point  St. 

Marc.         -  900  oo; 

Between  do.  and  the  magazine  de 

Montroui.  -  470   15' 

The  variation  has  been  perceivable  afhore,  in 
different  places  on  the  ifland  of  Gonaive ;  the  re- 
fult  of  fix  operations  have  varied  from  6°  to  6°  45' 
N.  E.  and  1  have  adopted  6°  zo'  having  only  onee 
found  6°  45'  while  the  reft  have  been  from  6°  15' 
to  6°  20'. 

In  fixing  the  longitude  of  point  St.  Marc  at  7$° 
14'  59-'  and  its  latitude  at  190  o!  \%/;  as  they  were 
fixed  by  the  Count  de  Chaftinet  Puyfegirr.  From 
the  above  angles  and  relevemens  the  following 
poiitions  are  deduced. 

Island  of  St.  Domingo. 

Longitude..  Latitude. 

Tapion  of  petit  Gonaive.  75°  15'  24"  \  18°  27' 
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The  mount  at  thebottom    7      Qnj\     ***&*** 
of  the  bay  of  INIiragoane.       3         °     ' 


Island  of  Goriai^:. 

I-  Long. 


■Met  a  la  Mare;  .  750  19' 36'  i8°5i'ic/' 
PointaGalet.  -  y$°  1 6'  2o/y  i8°49/55/y 
Poit  Fantafque.  -  75°  15' 18'  18°  41' 
Point  Chevai  de  Roche.  750  25'  3  1*  1 8°  44'  1  %9 
The  E.  point,  from  the  refult  of  theie  operations 
has  been  fixed  at  -  y^  1 3'  33^  |  180  43'  307 
For  the  middle  of  the 

weft  point.         -        75°  44'  35'|  i8°56' 

After  having  expofed  to  the  view  of  the  naviga- 
tor the  principal  grounds  upon  which  I  had  drew 
up  my  chart,  I  muft  add,  however,  to  increafe  their 
confidence,  that  it  has  been  excluded  under  the  in- 
fpe&ion  of  the  Marquis  de  Chabert  in  the  depot 
of  the  marine. 

The  mod:  dangerous  reefs  are  thofe  which  appear 
to  be  joined  to  the  ifiand  Gonaive,  and  which  ex- 
tend out  for  more  than  a  league,  notwithstanding 
which  they  are  at  800  toifes  diftance  from  the  land, 
and  in  cafe  of  need  afford  a  paflage  between  them 
and  the  little  Gonaive  even  to  large  fhips  ;  but  it 
would  be  very  imprudent  to  attempt  this  without 
being  compelled  to  it,  and  without  a  proper  wind, 
as  the  currents  are  irregular  and  violent.  And  I 
have  remaked  that  they  generally  fet  here  to  the 
N.  N.  E.  and  between  the  two  Gonaives. 

Small  veflels  drawing  from  S  to  9  feet  water 
may  find  good  anchorage  in  the  weft  of  the  little 
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Gonaive,  to  make  this,  the  fouth  pafTage  is  prefer- 
able to  the  north. 

The  N.  E.  point  of  Gonaive,  called  point  a  Galet, 
is  low,  it  is  bordered  by  a  reef  which  prolongs  the 
coaft  from  the  eaft  to  the  fouth,  and  flretches  into 
the  fea  noo  toifes,  oppofite  to  the  place  called 
the  Trou-a-1'eau,  within  is  a  white  fhoal  on  which 
there  is  from  four  to  fix  fathoms  water. 

To  fail  clear  of  this  reef,  which  may  be  done  by 
every  vefiel  drawing  nine  or  ten  feet  water,  you 
muit,  in  coming  from  the  eafl  look  for  the  pafTage 
oppofite  to  anfherman's  hut:  there  are  aifo  feveral 
other  pafTages  which  may  be  eafily  known  by  the 
abfence  of  the  white  fhoals.  At  about  ioo  toifes 
within  the  reef,  you  may  range  the  fnore  as  far  as 
1'anfe  a  Galet,  and  in  cafe  of  the  wind  failing,  there 
$re  every  where  good  anchorings,  but  the  mod 
preferable  are  the  Anfe  a  Piron,  the  Trou  Conftan- 
tin  and  the  Anfe  a  Galet  in  particular,  where  I 
have  experienced  a  good  birth  myfelf,  the  hold  is 
firm,  and  the  reef  fhelters  you  from  the  effe&s  of 
the  fea. 

The  different  anchorages  on  the  north  fide  for 
Hoops  or  fchooners,  are,  the  iflet  a  la  Mare,  the 
great  lagoon,  the  Bahama  pafs,  where  you  are 
equally  fheltered  ;  the  other  parts  of  the  north 
fides  are  alfo  furrounded  with  reefs,  but  they  are 
clofe  in  with  the  fliore,  and  afford  no  anchorage. 

The  weftern  fliore  is  iron-bound,  which  may  be 
ranged  pretty  clofely ;  it  is  not  the  fame, 
from  the  fouth-weft  point  to  the  point  a  Retoures; 
the  punctuated  line  upon  the  chart  contains  a  num- 
ber of  fmall  reefs  near  the  furface  of  the  water; 
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fmall  veffels  may  anchor  here  at  the  place,  called 
the  Baleines ;  but  a  pilot  is  necefiary. 

The  only  place  where  two  or  thee  frigates  might 
anchor,  is  the  bay  du  Pare,  fituated  in  the  N.  W. 
of  the  point  Fantafque.  The  approaches  to  it  are 
dangerous,  on  account  of  feveral  detached  reefs, 
which  do  not  appear. 

The  reef  called  Rochelois,  has  proved  fatal  to 
many  navigators,  and  has  been  dreaded  by  all,  be- 
caufe  its  fituation  was  never  juflly  afcertained.  It 
lies  in  the  channel  which  feparates  the  cor.ft  of  Go- 
naive  and  St.  Domingo-  I  was  particularly  recom- 
mended by  the  Count  de  Luzerne  to  explore  it 
and  to  fix  its  pofition.  I  caft  anchor  a  cables  length 
from  the  rocks,  which  are  above  water.  I  went 
even  upon  the  rocks,  where  I  made  four  obferva- 
tions  on  the  latitude,  and  from  whence  I  took  the 
heights  of  every  object  in  view.  I  mcafured  with 
exadtnefs,  the  fhoal  called  du  Rochelois;  its  breadth 
is  2coo  toifes,  near  north  and  fouth,  and  its  length 
from  eaft  to  weft,  is  315^  toifes.  Outfide  of  the 
dotted  line  upon  the  map  there  af  e  no  foundings. 

The  rocks  towards  the  fouth  of  this  reef  have 
been  before  known.  I  have  found  its  extent  to  be 
125  toifes  ;  at  low  water  they  are  entirely  difcover- 
able,  but  at  high  water  only  three  fmall  points  ap- 
pear. The  Count  de  Chaftenet  Puyfegur,  who 
did  not  explore  the  whole  extent  of  this  reef,  fays 
in  his  treatife  on  the  navigation  to  the  coafts  of  St. 
Domingo.  That  the  rocks  which  appear,  are  the 
only  danger  you  have  to  dread  in  the  Rochelois. 
Notwithstanding  this,  I  found  two  other  ihoals 
which  have  very  little  extent  and  are  very  danger- 
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ous  as  they  afford  no  more  than  two  fathoms  water, 
the  extent  of  one  is  800  toifes  on  the  N,  N.  W. 
of  the  middle  rocks  ;  the  other  300  toifes  on  the 
N.  W.  of  the  fame  rocks.  I  am  apprehenfive 
that  there  exilt  other  fhoals  in  the  Rochelois,  but 
I  am  uncertain,  as  I  only  employed  four  days  in 
exploring  it.  It  would  be  prudent  for  a  large  vef- 
fel  to  avoid  it  entirely.  There  is  more  room  to 
run  up  to  the  north,  than  to  the  fouth  of  this  reef. 
You  mud  be  cautious  to  keep  at  lead  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  a  mile  from  the  fhore  of  Gonaive,  if  you 
take  the  north  ;  but  if  in  the  fouth  you  may  coaft 
the  more  of  St.  Domingo  which  is  bold  and  fafe. 

The  latitude  of  the  rocks  in  the  middle  of  the 
Rochelois  taken  from  four  obfervations  is  1 8°  37/2o// 
relevemens,  corrected  from  the  variation  made  upon 
the  reef  called  Rochelois  which  ferved  to  determine 
its  pofition. 

The  bottom  of  the  bay  du  Pare.  W.  140  40'  N. 

The  Tapion  of  petit  Goave.  W.  280  oo'S. 

A  fmall  hill  at  Miragoane.      -  W.  3 1 Q  30'  W. 

The  anfe  a  Veau.         -         -  S.   37°oo'W. 

The  boug  of  Rochalois;         .  S.      c^o'W. 
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